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Second-generation farmhand
delivers grapes, workers, tortillas

By Jacob Wheeler
Sun editor

Consider Tomas Moreno a match-
maker for Leelanau County’s migrant
farmworkers.

The soft-spoken, good-natured
Texas native and Leland Public School
graduate with family roots in Mexico
manages 54 vineyard acres north
of Lake Leelanau for Bel Lago and
French Valley wineries. He interprets
for and leads a crew of Hispanic farm
workers, indispensable to the harvest,
some of whom arrive in northern
Michigan on H-2A temporary work vi-
sas. Tomas, who turns 41 next month,
also recently began making fresh tor-
tillas with his wife Julieta to sell to the
local Latino community.

For 25 years the Moreno family
has worked for Bel Lago, planting,
pruning, managing the canopy and

harvesting the grapes that founder
and winemaker Charles Edson have
turned into 12 different delicious
wines. Tomas’ father, the late Tomas
Moreno, Sr., and his wife Juana, met in
Matamoros, Mexico, and immigrated
to Brownsville, Texas, where they
had five children. In the late 1980s a
friend invited them north to work the
harvest season in Michigan and return
south for the winter. After three years
they decided to stay year-round in
Leelanau County, where they worked
for a cherry factory in Suttons Bay and
for a variety of local farmers.

The family joined Bel Lago in 1998,
and each of their children, as well as
cousins, uncles and aunts, have worked
part time in the vineyards. George,
Gustavo, Bea, Lilia, and Tomas, the
youngest, all enrolled at Leland Public

See MORENO on page 10
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The hard-working international staff at Anderson’s Market in Glen Arbor paused
on Aug. 19 to pose for a team photo. Standing in the back row are (I-r) Britnie and
Annalisa (Jamaica) and Sabina (Kazakhstan); in the middle (I-r), Clint (U.S.), Kerem
(Turkey), Francis (Dominican Repubic), and Rahma (Tanzania), and in the firont (I-
r), Filiz and Yesim (Turkey), owner Brad Anderson, and Karina (Kazakhstan).
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Reflecting on a Manitou solitaire with the endangered piping plovers

By Scott Mills
Sun contributor

Back in early July, on a windy
Sunday, I woke before sunrise at the
southern end of North Manitou Island
and headed out onto the beach for the
day’s work. There at Dimmick’s Point,

a broad wing of dunes and wave-turned
stones reaching out into the Manitou
Passage, we find the largest nesting
concentration of Great Lakes piping
plovers in the world.

Roughly a quarter of the popula-
tion nests on the island, with another
quarter nesting just across the pas-

Interior Sec.
Haaland visits
Sleeping Bear

From staff reports

United States Interior Secretary Deb
Haaland visited Sleeping Bear Dunes
National Lakeshore for approximately
two hours on Thursday, Aug. 11, before
she traveled north to Pellston to meet
on Aug. 13 with survivors of Federal
Indian Boarding Schools and their de-
scendants who shared their stories at a
local high school gymnasium.

The Pellston event was the second
stop on Haaland’s “Road to Healing”
tour—a federal initiative to document
the history of boarding schools across
the country. It was hosted by the Little
Traverse Bay Bands of Odawa Indians,
which invited 35 tribes from the Upper
Midwest to attend.

Photo by Alice Van Zoeren
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Secretary Haaland and Sleeping Bear
superintendent Scott Tucker

Haaland, a member of the Pueblo
tribe and former Congresswoman from
New Mexico, is the first Native Ameri-
can to serve as a Cabinet Secretary.

See INTERIOR on page 11

sage. Sleeping Bear Dunes National
Lakeshore is home to nearly half the
breeding pairs of this endangered
shorebird. At Dimmick’s Point, four
days a week during nesting season
from May to August, I walk the beach
and monitor the plover activity. The
point is closed to park visitors during
that time, so I am typically the only
human among the birds.

It is a great privilege to stay at Dim-
mick’s Point—ask anyone who has
worked as a plover monitor there. It
is a privilege (literally private law) to
be the only human allowed, to wake
with the sun and walk the shore with
the birds. Each morning I encounter
only my own footprints from the day
before layered with wild tracks. Kill-
deer warns and scolds, as if by name.
I step around new sprouts of Pitcher’s
thistle and shelter in the lee of a cot-
tonwood at lunchtime. When I look out
at the point from under the brim of my
hat, the point looks back.

Great Lakes piping plovers nest
only on wide Great Lakes beaches or
in cobble pannes behind the first line

of dunes. They share habitat with sand-
piper, killdeer, coreopsis, gull and tern,
toad, rush, merlin and merganser—and
innumerable wild and wonderful others.
Their coastal habitat (habitat, from the
Latin for residence, home) happens also
to be in high demand for resort devel-
opment and summertime recreation, an
incidental and growing appetite of our
culture that has driven the plovers, and
some of their cohabitants, to the brink of
extinction or extirpation. In 1990, there
were only 12 breeding pairs of Great
Lakes piping plovers left. As of this
year there are 72. The numbers ebb and
flow, but trend decisively upward, and
the efforts of hundreds of monitors and
biologists and volunteers are paying off.

When we protect the coastal dune
habitat—simply give these fellow
creatures some space to be—we enrich
our own. Wealth, we might remember,
is plenitude, fullness—there is perhaps
no greater wealth than wildness close
by. The poet Gary Snyder calls such
pockets of intact habitat shrines, “the

See PIPING PLOVER on page 8

Peppler was storied Glen Arbor
realtor, Sugar Loafer, Vietnam vet

From staff reports

John Peppler, a fixture in Glen Ar-
bor for decades and an affable realtor
with Coldwell Banker Schmidt Real-
tors, passed away on Aug. 9 at age 75.
He had spent months at Munson Hos-
pital in Traverse City after contracting
a tick-borne disease.

Ticks and cases of Lyme disease
have surged in Northern Michigan
in recent years, as the arthropods
that carry the disease ride along with
northward migrating species as the
planet warms.

Peppler, who is survived by his
sisters, Linda Peppler and Christine
Johnson, and, brother-in-law Gary
Johnson, came from a family embed-

See JOHN PEPPLER on page 9
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Vacasa acquires Leelanau Vacation Rentals

From staff reports

Vacasa, the largest rental com-
pany in North America, has purchased
Leelanau Vacation Rentals in Glen Ar-
bor from Ranae Thme. The changeover

will take place at the end of August.
Most of the local staff will stay on,
and Ranae and Bob Ihme will continue
to own and run Glen Arbor Outdoor
and LVR Realty, which they have
renamed Leelanau Vacation Realty.

5 - Larry Perkins 3-6pm
4 - Kyle White 3-6pm

6 - Larz Cabot 6-8pm
10 - True Tones 3-6pm
11 - Low Hanging Fruit 3-6pm
13 - True Tones 6-8pm

17 - Larry Perkins 3-6pm

20 - Larry Perkins 6-8pm

25 + True Tones 6-8pm

25% OFF

BOTTLE

OF WINE
WITH PIZZA
PURCHASE

OPEN DAILY 12 to 6pm | Tuesday 12 to 8pm | www.bellago.com

The Ihmes and Vacasa will operate out
of the same building across the street
from the Glen Arbor park.

“This was a pretty big deal and
took years of thought,” said Ranae.
“We’re sticking around and will very
much continue to be at our storefront
in downtown Glen Arbor, sharing the
building with Vacasa.”

Ranae said Vacasa, which is based
in Portland, Oregon, approached her
five years ago about selling. She was
reluctant at first, because their family’s
three businesses—vacation rentals,
outdoor maintenance, and real estate—
tie well together. But she said Vacasa
listened to her concerns and promised
that her booming realty business would
still be tied in with the vacation rent-
als. “Today’s renters are tomorrow’s
buyers,” Ranae has often said.

Vacasa also impressed the Thmes
with the wages and health insurance
benefits they offered Leelanau Vaca-
tion Rentals employees to entice them
to stay on.

“They hit the mark for us and made
it a no brainer,” said Ranae, who added
that homeowners who rent through
Leelanau Vacation Rentals will pay
the same commission that she charged
them.

Vacasa offers a much larger play-
ing field. Ranae was on AirBnB and
Vrbo, she said, but Vacasa is also
on Expedia and other vacation sites.
Plus, the multinational company has
the technology to use “dynamic pric-
ing”—an algorithm that guarantees the
renter doesn’t pay the same weekly
rate throughout the season. Instead,
the price adjusts based on events and
occupancy in the region.

“Our biggest thing was that they
take care of the staff, and the staff will
take care of them,” said Ranae, who
added she’s excited about the larger

Bo and Ranae Ime

audience pool Leelanau Vacation Re-
alty can now court. “I’m so excited to
focus on the real estate.”

Jess DeRuiter, Vacasa’s general
manager in Michigan, offered the
following statement about the com-
pany’s purchase of Leelanau Vacation
Rentals:

“The success of Leelanau Vacation
Rentals reflects the years of service the
Ihme family has dedicated to the Glen
Arbor and Leelanau communities, as
well as their homeowners, and it’s a
legacy that Vacasa is proud to continue.
We’ve extended offers to all Leelanau
Vacation Rentals staff and are committed
to learning from the local team members,
while also providing them with new
career and growth opportunities within
the company. Local operations are the
heart of Vacasa, but our in-market teams
are supported by centralized marketing
and technology that is designed to drive
better results for our homeowners and
has helped to make Vacasa a national
leader in vacation rentals.”

GALA

CONSTRUCTIONCO.
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231-835-1682
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Late Summer Community Events Calendar

August 25-28, Cedar Polka Festival

Thursday, Aug. 25, Music in the Air:
King Possum at Leland Old Art Build-
ing, 7 pm.

Saturday, Aug. 27, Drummunity at
Glen Arbor Arts Center

Thursday, Sept. 1, Music in the Air:
Charlie Millard Band at Leland Old
Art Building, 7 pm.

Sept. 9-10, Harvest Stompede

Monday, Sept. 12, Leelanau Histori-
cal Society holds North Manitou Island
day trip

Saturday, Sept. 17, Leelanau Histori-
cal Society holds inaugural Leelanau
Maritim History Festival

Sept. 24-25, Breathing Space (Red
Carpet Premiere) celebrating Leland
Old Art Building’s 100th year, Satur-
day at 7:30 pm., Sunday at 3 p.m.

ONGOING Events

“Stories and More for Preschoolers” at
Glen Lake Library, Thursdays at 11 am.

Car Show/Cruise Nights at Northwoods
Hardware Home & Garden, Thursdays
at 6:30 pm.

Friday Favorites at M22 Glen Arbor win-
ery, 4-7 pm.

Public stargazing at Leelanau School
Observatory, Wednesday and Thursday
nights from 10 pm-midnight, weather
permitting, June 29-Aug. 25.

LIVE MUSIC

Bel Lago
Boonedocks
Cherry Republic
French Valley
Glen Arbor Wines
Little Traverse Inn
M22 Wines

SUMMER 2022 FARMERS MARKETS

Glen Arbor’s market, located behind

the Township Hall, runs Tuesdays until
Sept. 13.

Leland’s market, located in the Blue
Bird parking lot, runs Thursdays until
Sept. 8.

Northport’s market, located across from
the marina, runs Fridays until Sept. 9.

Suttons Bay’s market, located on St. Jo-
seph St., at the north end of the village,
runs Saturdays until Oct. 22.

Empire’s market, located next to the
post office, runs Saturdays until Sept. 3.

Recycling is located at nine locations
throughout Leelanau County, includ-
ing at the ball fields in Empire, at the
Leelanau School north of Glen Arbor
and a Glen Lake School.

Cedar Polka Fest turns 40

From staff reports

The 40th annual Cedar Polka Fest
returns to the “community that cares”
in the heart of Leelanau County, Au-
gust 25-28

The festival celebrates Cedar’s
rich Polish history, lasts four days
and nights, and attracts nearly 10,000
people for family fun. Visit the Polka
Fest to eat, drink, and dance the nights
away.

With live music from the best Polka
Bands in the country, this festival is

Arts Center hosts
Drummunity

From staff reports

The Percussionist Lori Fithian brings
her collection of hand drums and per-
cussion instruments to the Manitou Mu-
sic series on Saturday, August 27, from
1-3 pm at the Glen Arbor Arts Center.

The public is invited to join Fithian
in a “Drummunity” circle, a high-en-
ergy, fun, and empowering drumming
activity for all age groups. Fithian, a
drum circle facilitator and workshop
leader, will bring the drums; the com-
munity gets to play them. All ages are
welcome, no experience is necessary,
and the event is free.

Manitou Music is a project of the
Glen Arbor Arts Center. For more in-
formation, please visit GlenArborArt.
org, or call 231-334-6112.
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a real treat for Polka fans. Food ven-
dors offer beer, Polish cuisine, ribs,
hotdogs, popcorn and more. Kids will
enjoy games, while adults will indulge
in the unique atmosphere that only
Polka can create.

This is one of very few Polka Festi-
vals left in the United States. The 40th
annual Cedar Polka Fest kicks off on
Thursday, August 25 in Cedar under
the big tent. The Polka Festival has
become a signature event in Leelanau
County. Visit CedarPolkaFest.org for
more information.

GA Players host
auditions

From staff reports

The Glen Arbor players have sched-
uled two rounds of auditions for their
new play, Anatomy of a Murder, as
follows: Monday, Aug. 29, at 7 p.m. at
the Glen Lake Church; Tuesday, Aug.
30 at 7 p.m. at the Old Town Playhouse,
Schmuckal Room

The play is an adaptation from a
movie about a murder case that occurred
in 1952 in a small town in Michigan’s
Upper Peninsula. A movie was made
in 1959 starring James Stewart, Lee
Remick, Ben Gazzara, Eve Arden and
George C. Scott. It was called “probably
the finest pure trial movie ever made.”

Also, the film was registered in the
Library of Congress as being “culturally,
historically or aesthetically significant.”

The play will be staged on Septem-
ber 27-29. For more information call
(231) 409-4421.

Empire Openlngs'

Join our Empire team where work is fun and
employees are valued! Competitive wages
& great benefits. Now hiring:

Sanitation Technicians

Email talent@cherryrepublic.com or scan
the QR code to apply online. (- |

Photo by Zachariah Simén / Michigan LCV
Michigan Attorney General Dana
Nessel, who faces a reelection campaign
this fall, spoke to supporters in the
Cherry Public House beer garden on
August 17. The event was organized by
the Michigan League of Conservation
Voters and by Cherry Republic. Nessel
spoke about shutting down Pipeline 5
and protecting abortion rights.

OB BONEK

N insurance agency
Integrity « Relationships - Since 1934

BAY LAVENDER TRADING CO.
5777 Lake St., Glen Arbor, MI 49636

Cleaning Up Town
One Bar at a Time

Open 9 am-8 pm, Mon-Sat.. 9-3 on Sunday
www.ShipwreckCafe.com  (231) 8352380

FORKST
GHLER)"\

“A little gem of a shop for those with an

artistic eye and a sense of design. You will

finel unigue items, and unusual conversation
with friendly locals.”

6023 Lake St. 231-334-3179

| BHEEU""SMUKELESS FIRE PITS

Why choose Bonek?

For 88 years, Bonek Insurance has provided
personal and commercial insurance
protection. We form strong relationships
with our clients - keeping their best
interests in mind.

Let us customize your coverage.

Call us today!

(231) 271-3623
www.bonek.com

Auto-Owners
INSURANCE

LIFE - HOME < CAR <« BUSINESS
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Cottage Book Shop: a perfect gig for this English major

By Tim Mulherin
Sun contributor

In early October last year, I stopped
by the iconic Cottage Book Shop in
Glen Arbor to introduce myself — a
local author whose book is carried
there — and to sign copies. Entering
the historic log cabin is literally a
mood-altering experience. The open
door beckons bookworms young and
old. Inside, it’s chockful of books and
sundry novelties, its walls notably
displaying color-popping Greg Sobran
prints of area landmarks. Indeed, Cot-
tage Book Shop is the epitome of cozy.

While there I had the good fortune
of meeting Jenny Puvogel, who works
for Sue Boucher, the shop’s owner.
It was a slow day, the beginning of
a well-earned recovery period for all
of Glen Arbor’s businesses that serve
thousands upon thousands of annual
summer visitors. Jenny was cordial and
had some time to chat, and we shared
our backgrounds and mutual love of
books. As we talked, she floated the
idea of me working part time there
next summer. [ was intrigued. But that
was a long way off, and so I tabled the
thought.

But Cottage Book Shop didn’t.

In late June, Sue emailed me an
invitation to work part time. Surprised
and interested, I spent a Saturday after-
noon in July training with Jenny. She,
a former public school teacher, and
me, a recently retired public school
administrator, hit it off, one educator
and bibliophile to another.

Although I haven’t touched a cash
register in decades, like riding a bike
again after a long interval, it came back
to me. That is, except for handling
returns and gift certificates and a few
other nuanced transactional proce-
dures. Not to mention locating books
on shelves for customers, taking spe-
cial orders, and other new employee
challenges.

Jenny, however, was my saving
grace, quickly jumping in to assist
me (and the patient customers) while
accelerating my learning curve. “You
can’t break the cash register,” she
reassured me a few hours into my
training. And poof! — my have-to-get-
everything-right anxiety vanished.

My official shifts started about 10
days later, initially working with Sue.
Having served previously in demand-
ing executive leadership occupations
in healthcare and education, I was
unaccustomed to having a supervisor
(other than nonprofit boards), let alone
having one who is just so incredibly
nice. As I soon learned, Sue is a walk-
ing catalogue of all things books. And
her engaging, ever-ready-to-help de-
meanor exudes a welcome you can’t
get just anywhere.

Prior to moving to the area and
acquiring Cottage Book Shop, Sue
owned an independent bookstore in
Chicago. “There, I knew 90 percent
of my customers,” she shared. “Here,
it’s the other way around.”

But that points to an epiphany I had
almost immediately at the bookshop:
People on vacation are generally a very

happy lot. The workaday edge takes
a timeout, blood pressure drops, and
relaxation is the agenda.

I really look forward to my occa-
sional shifts at the shop. In my short
time there, my former dread of Glen
Arbor during the summer, with its
throng of tourists, has undergone a
transformation. In my new role, I'm
proud to serve as an ambassador for
the area, eager to learn where visitors
hail from and to witness firsthand their
delight in being Up North, especially
for first timers. All while selling books.
What could be better?

The Friendly Tave;n;s long awaited outdoor bar and beer garden finally opened

Cottage Book Shop is a must-visit
Up North destination for those who
love to turn a page. And if you stop by
and happen to see the tall, bald, aging-
somewhat-gracefully guy behind the
counter, be sure to say hello. But he’ll
probably beat you to it.

Tim Mulherin will appear at the
Glen Lake Community Library on
Tuesday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. for an
author talk on his book Sand, Stars,
Wind, & Water: Field Notes from Up
North.

for business on Aug. 20 after the construction project stretched on for two years.
The new space has a seating capacity of 90. Owner Frank Lerchen, in his telltale

Detroit Tigers cap, was all smiles.

STILL ACCEPTING APPLICATIONS!

ENERGIZE Leelanau Challenge

Leelanau Energy is looking for local, community-driven projects
to help move Leelanau County toward a clean energy future.

Apply in One or Both of Two Categories:
Use Less Energy / Generate New Clean Energy

Turn your bright ideas into reality! Awards can range from $250 - $15,000.
Businesses, Schools, Churches, Nonprofits and Governments are all eligible.

Visit Our Website for ENERGIZE Details:
LeelanauEnergy.org/Energize-Challenge

Contact us by email at info@LeelanauEnergy.org to schedule a chat
with an ENERGIZE representative and discuss your project ideas.

Presented by Leelanau Energy

Community Action for Clean Energy!
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Bird sanctuary just part of Charter’s obsession

By Ross Boissoneau
Sun contributor

For some, birding is an engaging ac-
tivity. For others, observing and help-
ing our feathered friends is a passion.

For Kay Charter, it’s a self-de-
scribed obsession. “I had an epiphany
three years after moving into our
home,” said the founder of the non-
profit Saving Birds Through Habitat.
“I saw a winter wren. It’s the Mozart
of the bird world.”

The tiny birds typically nest under
the upturned roots of downed trees or
in brush piles, so they’re much more
often heard than seen. Charter obses-
sively watched the two adults and their
young, while bemoaning the destruc-
tion she and her husband Jim had
wrought in building their waterfront
home. “I was plunged into despair,
because people like us were building
in their habitat,” she says.

So, they sold their home and bought
47 acres outside Omena. Today, it’s
home to a sanctuary for migratory and
resident birds as well as native plants
and other flora and fauna.

Saving Birds Through Habitat is a
haven for thousands of birds. But it’s
more than that. It’s an homage to the
Charters and their (mostly her) obses-
sion. Jim passed away in 2017, but Kay
continues her work — her obsession.
“We’ve lost more than 30 percent of
our birds. Songbirds and shorebirds
are the ones that have taken the hit,”
she says.

She’s not hopeful about the shore-
birds, given that people continue to
want to live on waterfront property.
“It’s us as individuals, what we have
done to degrade functioning ecosys-
tems,” she says. While bemoaning
continuing development taking place
overlooking lakes and streams, she
champions working to save the song-
birds, believing that doing so will help
the planet find its ecological balance.

After purchasing the property,
Charter began working toward creat-
ing a non-profit. Saving Birds Through
Habitat soon became a reality eight
years later. The two acres belonging
to Saving Birds Thru Habitat is, as
a nonprofit, open to the public. The
remaining 45 acres is closed to protect
nesting birds from those who might
approach a nest, putting it at risk of
depredation. The property is protected
from any future development by con-
servation easements.

She doesn’t work alone. The non-
profit has a governing board of fellow
birding enthusiasts.
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One of those is retired meteorolo-
gist Dave Barrons. He first met Charter
more than two decades ago. Having
grown up observing birds, he consid-
ered himself an enthusiastic backyard
birdwatcher. “I’m not an avid field
birder. I enjoy it, but I don’t keep a
list” of birds he’s observed. But get
him going, and just like Charter he’ll
start talking about his favorite birds.

“Last week I had two pileated
woodpeckers in the birdbath. One
stayed a long time. He flattened him-
self out and just lay there,” he says.
“That’s the kind of excitement I get.”

The organization’s mission is to
protect, enhance and restore habitat
and educate people about the mission
and how to achieve it, “one backyard
at a time.” So, what can an individual
do? Quite a lot, actually.

“Plant native plants that support
native insects,” said Charter, noting
that those insects are what songbirds
feed their young. Her first choice: Oak
trees. “They support more breeding
lepidoptera (moths and butterflies)
than any plant,” she says, though she
also lauds the likes of willows, birch,
maple and black cherry trees.

“You want plants for pollinators, all
the native flowers,” she continues. “I
love what I do. I really love my work.
I can see a difference in native plants.”
On the organization’s website, Sav-
ingBirds.com, Charter lists ten things
you can do, including planting native
plants, saving dead trees, keeping your
cat indoors, even buying bird-friendly
coftee. The website is a rich repository
of information with events, articles by
acclaimed bird experts such as Doug
Tallamy, and more.

Charter’s expertise has been noted
across the country. She’s presented a
program to city governments, libraries,
schools, colleges, Audubon clubs, ser-
vice organizations and garden groups
across the country. She has been a fea-
tured speaker at the Missouri Botanical
Garden in St. Louis, the Cox Arbo-
retum in Dayton, Morton Arboretum
near Chicago, and presented a seminar
on the subject of bird conservation

WHEN EVERY DETAIL HAS TO BE PERFECT

TRAVERSE CITY | GLEN ARBOR
www.newleafid.com 231.421.5999
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to a standing room only crowd at the
Zoological Society of San Diego’s
Center for Conservation and Research
for Endangered Species.

Visitors are welcome at the Discov-
ery Center, built by Jim Charter and
more than 70 volunteers. It is adjacent
to the 45-acre bird sanctuary, which
is home to more than 60 species of
nesting birds. Over 100 migratory bird
species use the property while heading
to their winter and/or summer homes.
The organization offers birding hikes
in May with qualified leaders.

While the news about climate
change and the loss of billions of
birds over the past half century are
extremely worrisome, all hope is not
lost. But the time to address things is
growing short. Barrons says because
of the planet’s warming climate, it’s
more important than ever to work to
restore a balance to the environment.
He believes converting half of our
yards to native plants would have a
huge, positive impact on the waning
number of birds. Asked if he’s hope-
ful, he hesitates before answering.
“That’s a serious question. It’s tough
to answer,” he says. “But I am because
I think we’ll struggle through the in-
crease in temperature, erratic weather,
things that haven’t happened before.
Technology helps.

“I’m hopeful. That’s what our
brains are about. Big things have to be
done that we as individuals can’t do,
but that’s why organizations such as
ours ... can make a difference.”

Adirondack chairs
Hammocks
Chairs & Tables
and more!

6033 S. Glen Lake Rd., Glen Arbor, MI
[231) 334-3000 « northwoodshardware.com
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We offer pre-buy car inspections.
Don’t be disappointed
with your purchase,

12899 S Maple City Rd
(231) 228-2700

Area’s only full-service tree care company
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TREE SERVICE
231-228-6492

* Tree Fertilizing & Insect Control
* Tree Trimming & Removal
* Forest Management

« Landscape Mulch & Planting Soil

Estimates
Fully
Insured

12776 S. Maple City Rd.

231-228-TREE www.deeringstreeservice.com

WOWw!
$15.43 to $23.36 Starting Wages

We are hiring cooks, servers, bartenders, dishwashers, room attendants,
shuttle drivers, retail workers, front office greeters, tennis instructors,
groundskeepers and more. Most positions are available now.
Those who join us will have the best compensation plan in the business,
great training, a supportive culture, deep discounts, and free skiing
and golf. Apply online at www.thehomesteadresort.com,

by phone at 231.334.5000, or in person at our Welcome Center.

O
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America’s Freshwater

Glen Arbor, MI 49636

Resort
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From Empire to Finland and back

By Jessica Sharry
Sun contributor

Traveling away from Finland in the
summer is a counterintuitive pursuit,
considering that summertime is the
best time of year to be there. ’ve been
spending most of my time in Finland
since meeting my husband in January
2012 in Mysore, India while studying
yoga there. I’d just earned a Master’s
Degree in Community Counseling in
December, and figured I’d make a trip
(my second trip) to India to pursue my
interest in yoga, as taught and practiced
in its birthplace, before settling down and
starting a career as a counselor. Never
in my wildest dreams did I imagine I’d
end up meeting and falling in love with
someone who lived halfway around the
world, let alone move to another country
as cold and distant as Finland.

Adventurous at heart but not rest-
less, I’ve always been content wher-
ever [ am (for the most part), be that at
home in Empire, in Montana where [
lived during my undergrad years, or for
a brief time in Hawaii. When it became
apparent that I would need to be the
one to move if my (now) husband Tero
and I were to be together, as he had
parental duties to fulfill and I did not,
I made the adventurous choice. More
obliged to my heart than to anything, |
sold my house, packed my things and
figured a counseling career could wait.

Tero assured me I’d have no trouble
securing work in Helsinki teaching
yoga, work I’d been doing since 2004,
even without Finnish language skills
(counseling was out of the question
due to licensing laws and language
requirements). Finland is a country that
is home to a large number of yoga prac-
titioners, specifically folks who are fond
of Ashtanga Yoga — the style of yoga for
which I am skilled at teaching. Finns
value physical fitness, more so than any
other group of people I’ve encountered
around the globe. Perhaps it’s a habit
ingrained in Finns born of the truth
that movement and exercise is a mood
booster, or it’s a trend grown out of the
top-notch health system in Finland that

ensures health-care as a right, and fit-
ness an unofficial obligation in terms of
personal upkeep. While indeed the main
point of yoga is not exactly physical,

it’s true that most yoga practiced today
in the west offers improved fitness as a
positive side effect and that’s the case
with Ashtanga Yoga. And so, after a
few extended visits to Finland and a
lengthy process of acquiring residency,
I eventually settled into life there.

As any immigrant or expat knows,
getting used to life in another country
amid a foreign culture is no easy task.
Though English speakers typically have
an easier time in Europe than folks from
non-English speaking countries, even
without learning the country-specific
language, getting used to the customs
and differences in terms of way of life
often proves to be the greater difficulty
— or at least that was the case for me.
Getting used to the close quarters and
compact spaces characteristic of Finn-
ish architecture, and city life in general,
was a challenge. Accustomed to large
open spaces of land and sky in Northern
Michigan (and Montana and Hawaii),
the freedom (albeit an expensive one)
that comes with owning a car, and the
spacious interiors of homes and public
quarters that affords ample elbowroom
common in much of the United States,
I found myself feeling compressed and
constricted until I eventually adapted.

Fortunately, Finnish cities are de-
signed to accommodate green spaces
and Helsinki is home to abundant parks
and forests, even within the city limits.
It just took me a while to find them.
It’s common to see folks picnicking
on blankets atop grassy knolls in good
weather, running and biking year-round,
and simply soaking up the sun when it
returns after the long dark winters.
Wintertime in Finland is not for the faint
of heart. Finns, though, seem to have
been born with an inner resilience and
a genuine appreciation for snow and
cold, and for as much as they complain
about the darkness of winter, everyone
rejoices when the snow falls. The snow
and ice of the north provides the perfect
opportunity for Mother Nature to reflect
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even the most dimly lit surroundings,
and those illuminated through artificial
but creatively designed city lights and
Joulua (Christmas-time) decorations.
Not to mention it offers the opportunity
for cross-country skiing, ice-hockey
and ice-hole swimming — favorite
wintertime activities for Finns. This
inner resilience and ability to thrive
amid life’s challenging circumstances
is termed sisu, an attitude and quality
of which Finns are proud.

Life in Finland, while vastly differ-
ent from life anywhere in America with
its different foods such as salty-sweet
Mammi (a brown mess of rye flour
mixed with molasses eaten at Easter),
lingonberries (tart berries that pack a
nutritional punch), Karjalan piirakaa
(small rye-crusted rice-filled savory
pies) and salmiakki (salty licorice with
a tingly ammoniac bite) and unique
traditions like joining a group of strang-
ers naked in the sauna and sitting com-
pletely silent, and the common practice
of patiently waiting one’s turn in lines
(queues) while never expressing impa-
tience, does share a few things in com-
mon with life in Northern Michigan.

Finns and Northern Michiganders,
especially those who reside in the rural
areas like Leelanau and Benzie coun-
ties, share an appreciation for nature,
an innate sense of cooperation and
kindness, and a preference for slower-
paced living. And Finns, like many I
know in Empire and Glen Arbor, are
conscientious folks keen to help each
out by lending a hand when a car slips
off a wintery road, taking turns watering
each other’s plants when needed, and
respecting local restrictions like noise,
junk and firework ordinances — though
my experience is that Finns are better at
following the rules than Northern Mich-
iganders, for the most part. Finns and
Northern Michiganders are both likely
to be found taking pause to admire the
surrounding nature, including wildlife
and vistas of land, sky and water.

And yet despite Finns’ kindness,
they are markedly withdrawn and re-
strained in their expressions so their
kindness sometimes goes unnoticed.
For example, where I live in north Hel-
sinki, whenever I’'m out on one of my
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regular runs beside the Vantaa river, it’s
unlikely that I’'m able to make eye con-
tact with those I pass, and when I do my
smile is often met with either a frown
or an altogether ghosting; whereas on
runs and walks in Empire, the number
of folks I pass is equal to the number
of times I’'m greeted with “hi, how’s it
going?”’. My husband contests it’s not
that Finns are angry or upset, though
at times they are (Finns rank high on
scales for depression contrary to the
recent news that Finland is one of the
happiest nations) but rather they are
by nature shy and reserved, and have
been taught to keep their emotions
private so as not to bother others with
their problems. This took some getting
used to, as I’'m naturally expressive,
curious and fond of human interaction.
I’'m reminded that perhaps it would be
nice to let Finns in on the secret that
“hey, how’s it goin’?” doesn’t neces-
sarily mean one needs to give a detailed
answer, and that the two best answers
are “it’s goin’ good,” or in cases when
things aren’t good, “it’s goin’.”

I’ve learned much by living in Fin-
land, including the truth that silence is
golden, inner resolve/resilience (sisu)
is the best antidote for most conditions,
and the biggest realization: that social-
democracy is a brilliant philosophy
that works in actuality.

In my late teens and early twenties as
a Gen Xer passionate and opinionated
about being a democrat and politically
liberal, I often found myself in conten-
tion with peers who were more conser-
vative and/or adamantly libertarian. I
sometimes still do. When George W.
won the White House, I was told many
atime that if I didn’t like it, I could move
to Canada. When I found myself on
the other side of the Atlantic living in a
country with a thriving social democracy
and top-notch socialized medicine, I
wondered if perhaps it was my destiny to
experience life beyond the U.S. border.

Admittedly, I balked at some of the
rules that seemed to go against my Amer-
ican conditioning of hyper-individualism
that in Finland is replaced with a more
community-minded outlook. I receive
many questions from Americans about
living in Finland, many of which are
centered on taxation. There is a big as-
sumption that folks who live and work in
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countries with ample social services and
socialized medicine suffer from exuber-
ant taxation. In reality, everyone I know
who is working and living in Finland are
proud to pay their taxes, for they know it
is their obligation, and the benefits they
receive as citizens or residents of Finland
wouldn’t exist without their contribu-
tions — benefits available to all. There
is a sense of responsibility, loyalty, and
compassion for one another engrained
in the minds and hearts of Finns and it’s
uncommon for Finns to gripe about taxa-
tion or social services. I am constantly
inspired by this socially conscious atti-
tude and hope that somehow it spreads
around the globe and makes its way to
American soil. And yet, even though
Finns value cooperation and collectivism
to a large extent, they are keen to flaunt
their individuality and ingenuity as much
as the next person through their colorful
and at times odd fashion choices, like the
bold and bright styles of Marimekko and
through their unique and dark sense of
humor, as depicted in the films of famed
director Aki Kaurisméki.

Despite the vast differences in cul-
ture and attitude, an important and gen-
uine common thread is found in Finns
and Northern Michiganders alike: a
deep and sincere appreciation for na-
ture and the ecology of our world. The
will of the environmentally conscien-
tious to save and protect Michigan’s
great lakes, land, and wildlife is evi-
denced by the various coalitions and
groups in existence working to protect
the environment such as the Leelanau
Conservancy, Northern Michigan En-
vironmental Action Council, and other
various watershed, land and wildlife
organizations that exist in Michigan.

Community members in Northern
Michigan typically come together in
these shared aims to protect our natural
world, despite political party affilia-
tion. And an appreciation in Northern
Michiganders exists for the economic
importance of local agriculture, and is
evidenced by the multitude of festivals
and businesses that exist thanks to the
bounty and agriculture of cherries, ap-
ples, grapes, sweet corn, hops and more
via the hard work of local workers and
business owners. This is a testament to
the value Northern Michiganders place
upon the land and her people. Likewise,
there has been an increase in attitudes of
respect, and an interest in repairing the
wounds of the past endured by Native
Americans at the hands of colonizers
that is hopefully a sign of communi-
ties, and humanity, moving in the right
direction, toward a more honest ecology
that includes people, particularly those
of indigenous origin.

While at times life seems uncertain,
especially recently in Finland consid-
ering the war that rages in Ukraine at
the hands of the leader of neighboring
Russia, and that Finland has been the
recipient of unnerving threats causing
residents to lose sleep, Northern Michi-

artsglenarbor.com 231.334.3754

ganders also face strife as evidenced by
a housing crisis (specifically a lack of
affordable housing), a lack of workers
to fill the burgeoning tourist industry,
and a growing mental health crisis.
And yet, life goes on (or so we hope).
The counterintuitive act of traveling
away from Finland in the summer
with weather as good and warm as
ever, a city-wide floral aroma of lilac
and cherry blossom that rides upon the
Baltic breezes, and midnight sunlight
that gives way to joyful attitudes and
actual smiles upon the faces of Finns,
traveling home to Northern Michigan
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KEN PETERSON

PIPING PLOVER

continues from page 1

last little places where intrinsic nature
totally wails, blooms, nests, glints
away.”

On the shoreline and among the
dunes, plover nesting season follows
an arc from early spring through to high
summer, along which we monitors do
our best to keep up. In mid-April the
male plovers begin to return to the Great
Lakes from their wintering grounds and
establish nesting territories, working
tirelessly to defend their chosen half-
acre or so of beach and swale against
neighboring plovers. When the females
return a few weeks later, they survey the
scene and choose a mate for the season.
Courtship and copulation ensues, which
is our cue as monitors to begin looking
for signs of nests.

A piping plover nest is a wonder
of camouflage and obscurity. It con-
sists of a shallow dish in sand the size
of a cupped hand lined with white
pebbles—each nest is a secret altar,
we might suppose, in the shrine. The
eggs (there are typically four) are light
gray-green and patterned to resemble
speckled stones. Standing even just a
stride from a nest in the cobble, the
eggs disappear between glances; they
are impeccably hidden.

To find a nest, then, takes some
attention and practice. I don’t strike
out searching manually, which would
be both daunting and risky—there
is some 40 acres of prime habitat at
Dimmick’s Point alone, and it would
be all too easy to accidentally step on
a nest. Instead, I stake out on a nearby
dune and watch. The birds’ behavior
will always lead me to the nest given
enough time. They forage at the shore,
chase neighboring plovers away, nap
in the sun, but sooner or later they will
rise and run quick and sneaky up into
the cobble to the nest. A plover settling
on a clutch of eggs does a little shimmy
and bobs its head—an exhilarating
moment for a patient plover monitor.
Once found, I will build a small barrier
around the nest called an exclosure,
which allows plovers to pass easily in
and out but prevents most predators
from eating the eggs. You may have
spotted exclosures along the beach at
Sleeping Bear Point or Platte Bay.

By June, as Pitcher’s thistle just
begins to bloom on the dunes, most of
the plover nests are established and the
adults are incubating the eggs around
the clock. Both parents share duties,
trading every few hours without fan-
fare. The relative calm of incubation
season is a respite for monitors before
the eggs begin to hatch and the chal-
lenging work of counting chicks begins.

If plover nests are impeccably
hidden, then plover chicks are all but
invisible in the cobble and vegetation.
Accounting for each individual chick
takes some doing. Again, I stake out
on a nearby dune with binoculars and
spotting scope and wait for movement
in the cobble. The chicks appear, when
they do, as a darting stone among
stones, a fuzzy lightness amid min-
eral density. With practice they jump
out against the background in a way
that would be familiar to any studious
forager of morels. This year, at the
peak of the season in early July, there
were 48 chicks (in addition to the 32
adults) to find each day at the point. A
day’s work in July lasts from sunrise
to dinnertime.

When the chicks are between five
and 16 days old, a team of us (duly
trained and permitted by the U.S. Fish
and Wildlife Service) places bands
on their legs, which identify each as
a unique individual. Each chick will
wear these bands until it returns to nest
the following year, when we replace
them with adult bands that they will
wear for life. Bands allow a monitor
or biologist to determine where a bird
is from, where it has nested each year,
who its mates have been, its ances-
try stretching back to the late-1980s
and, importantly, where it spends the
winter. Bands on Great Lakes piping
plovers have made possible the protec-
tion of much critical Atlantic shoreline
habitat—for piping plovers and innu-
merable other species—from North
Carolina to the Gulf Coast.

After another few weeks of forag-
ing, the chicks begin to take their first
flights. The adults fly south one by
one, and by mid-August the fledg-
lings have followed. The shoreline at
the point feels lonely and eerily quiet
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without the plovers. Our friends have
left for three seasons and the work of
the monitor is complete for the year.

The work is immensely gratifying.
And, as such, there is a paradox that
inheres. Up close, monitors know these
birds as individuals. We hold them
briefly in the hands at banding, do a
slow dance along the shore to pass one
another without alarm; we celebrate
when their eggs hatch and the chicks
take first flight, mourn when they die.
We say goodbye high summer until
the following spring. But they are
wild, too. The paradox is one between
closeness and wildness. Those things
we claim to hold just as soon wriggle
between the fingers and fly away.

If we are to see the Great Lakes
population of piping plovers continue
to recover, along with that of their be-
leaguered cohabitants—to see our col-
lective habitat, home, begin to swing
back toward fullness—we must ac-
knowledge and puzzle with this para-
dox. We must learn to understand these
creatures as simultaneously entwined
with human activity and possessing an
inherent, unruly freedom. Then we can
honor them not simply as numbers in a
population but as individuals, as wild
neighbors, even as kin. And recognize
that their flourishing is our flourishing.
We share this shrine, after all.

Here, approaching the end of Au-
gust, a new season has come to Dim-
mick’s Point. Migrating shorebirds
stop to rest on their way south from the
Arctic, sand cherries ripen to burgundy
among the dunes and the last Pitcher’s
thistle blooms go to seed and rise into
the air. Waves break at shore and cot-
tonwood leaves rattle dry in the wind.
I say my goodbyes until the plovers
return next spring.

To learn more about ongoing pip-
ing plover conservation efforts, visit
GreatLakesPipingPlover.org. More of
the author s writings can be found on
his website at cscottmills.com.
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JOHN PEPPLER

continues from page 1

ded in Glen Arbor history. His mother,
Helen Rader (Andresen) Peppler, was
born in 1920 in the building now called
the Glen Arbor Bed and Breakfast,
formerly the Andresen Hotel. She and
her husband, William Peppler, held
their wedding reception at the hotel on
Dec. 27, 1941—Iess than three weeks
after the Pearl Harbor attacks.

Born on July 28, 1947, at Munson,
John grew up in the idyllic world of
the east side of Big Glen Lake. Waking
up to view of the azure blue waters of
Glen Lake was ingrained into his soul
at a very early age. John felt that grow-
ing up at Peppler’s Glen View Resort
was like living in paradise. John was an
active Boy Scout working summers at
Camp Greilick, attending the National
Jamboree in Colorado Springs and hik-
ing at Philmont Scout Ranch in New
Mexico. He became an Eagle Scout at
an early age.

Skiing was always a family pastime.
Water skiing in the summer was almost
a daily family activity, but snow skiing
was John’s passion from the first time
sliding down the hill on Christmas Day
at age 5 on the skis his grandfather
made for him.

John was a Vietnam veteran who
proudly served in the United States
Army’s 1st Battalion 20th Infantry
from 1967-69. He was stationed in
Duc Pho at LZ Bronco. His memorable
moments from that time included:
the Tigers winning the World Series
in 68, Martin Luther King’s assas-
sination, the *68 Tet Offensive, seeing
Bob Hope in ’69 at Chu Lai, driving
Highway 1, mini-guns, quad 50s, the
heat and humidity, mosquitoes, and
boredom followed by extreme anxiety.

“Vietnam was a life changing ex-
perience,” he told the Glen Arbor Sun
during a 2009 interview. “Not a day
goes by without thinking about it in
some fashion.”

After returning from military ser-
vice and spending a couple winters
skiing the Colorado Rockies, John
returned to Northern Michigan and
in 1973 joined his father’s business,
Peppler Realty. He remained with the
company when Peppler Realty merged
with Coldwell Banker Schmidt Real-
tors in 1997. John was a fixture on the
real estate scene for nearly 50 years,
and in 2016 he was awarded Realtor
Emeritus status with The National As-
sociation of Realtors.

Meanwhile, his passion for down-
hill skiing continued as he became a
ski instructor at Sugar Loaf—the now
defunct ski resort near Cedar. John
told the Sun in 2017 that his history
with Sugar Loaf—once the largest
employer in Leelanau County—dated
back to the 1950s when he got his first
job as a ticket scanner at the bottom
of “Awful Awful”—the hill’s steepest
slope. In 1974 he became a ski instruc-
tor and worked in that position until the
resort’s demise in the late *90s.

“I miss the atmosphere and the
friendships made the most,” he said.
“It was a great place to work and play
... It is really sad that a generation of
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Leelanau County kids have not had
the opportunity to enjoy the skiing
and experiences Sugar Loaf brought
to the county.”

During his ski coaching tenure,
John achieved the Level 3 Certification
with the Professional Ski Instructors
of America and Level 300 with the
United States Ski Association. While
pursuing the Level 3 PSIA Certifica-
tion, he became a Certification Exam-
iner PSIA and held that position for
more than 40 years. He was the first
ski coach at Glen Lake High School, he
coached with the Leelanau Ski Club,
was head coach of the Northern Michi-
gan University Alpine Ski Team and
was the head coach at Traverse City
St. Francis. In 2014, John was honored
by the Professional Ski Instructors of
America by being awarded a Lifetime
Achievement Award and Lifetime
Membership.

“Thanks for sharing your ski ‘know-
how’ which is a compliment to your
incredible teaching ability,” Tina
Mackintoah wrote on John’s obitu-
ary page. “You talked the talk with
remarkably understandable simplicity
and skied the ski for sure. I have taken
that shared energy, along with your
special knowledge and guidance to
my students every season. You will be
missed on and off the slopes.”

John was also active in many civic
organizations including the Empire
Lions Club and the Glen Lake As-
sociation. He became a Glen Arbor
Township Trustee in 2016, and served
as a Glen Arbor Township Planning
Commission Member for many years.

Known around Glen Arbor for his
kind enthusiasm, his quick smile and

whit, John was an outspoken conserva-
tive who nonetheless had the ability to
connect with anyone he met.

“He was super at being playful.
Being serious. Being generous. Being
humble. Being kind. Being funny. And
fun to be with. And oh what a smile!”
wrote Deb Lynch on his obituary wall.

“We crashed politically. We swam
up stream with friendship. His home
of hunting trophies is a museum of his
passion. And a tribute to his skill. I ate
my first venison burger he grilled. I
hate hunting. The burger was amazing.
You will be missed JP. Thanks for your
amazing life and friendship. My life
has been forever enhanced with you
as my friend.”
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MORENO

continues from page 1

School, and have interpreted for their
parents to help integrate them into life
in the United States. (George doesn’t
mind being the only one with an Anglo
name: the family shares the story that
a young secretary in Texas who signed
his birth certificate was an office intern
who didn’t speak Spanish. So, Jorge
became George.)

Tomas, Jr., graduated from Leland
in 2001 and decided to help his fam-
ily in the vineyards and interpret for
the migrant worker team for one year
before going to college. Instead, his
detour turned into a fulltime job he
has held for 21 years. Three years after
starting at Bel Lago, he began to run
the vineyard, though he strategically
continued to ask for his father’s input
and advice. Tomas doesn’t regret the
career shift. The winter break between
harvests allows him to travel south to
Texas and Mexico to visit family. In
2012 he married Julieta, a native of San
Luis Potosi, the same city in Mexico
where his mother was born. Less than
a year later, his father died.

Bel Lago may be the only local
vineyard where the same migrant
farmworker family has worked for a
quarter century and across two gen-
erations. Tomas and Julieta now have
three children, ages 7, 5 and 3. Some-
times they come to the farm and help
him move lugs. Perhaps one of them
will follow in his footsteps and manage
the vineyard one day, too.

Fewer hands, wineries look to H-2A

The craft has changed in the 25
years since the Morenos began work-
ing at Bel Lago. What was once done
entirely by hand is now partly mecha-
nized. Workers use pre-pruners, hedg-
ers and leaf-removal machines when
they move down the rows of vines.
“It’s getting easier and faster to do the
job than it was back in the day,” said
Tomas.

Finding workers was much easier in
the late ‘90s. Bel Lago currently em-
ploys 6—8 farmhands in its vineyard,
approximately the same number as in
1998. But the vineyard has grown, and
now those workers cover 54 acres, not
the original 28. The same number of
hands cover twice as much land.

About a decade ago, Tomas said he
began to notice fewer large Hispanic
families migrating to northern Michi-
gan to work. “The newer generation
no longer comes north,” he said. Local
families who have settled in Leelanau
County—Hispanic and non-Hispanic,
alike—are not as reliable to work long
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Sleeping Bear Gateways Council Annual Meeting
Thursday, August 25, 2022
5:00 PM to 6:30 PM
Zoom Virtual Video Meeting

Please join the meeting from your computer, tablet or smartphone
Zoom Meeting link:

https://us02web.zoom.us/j/8394719756?pwd=YONxcOpFTzdURWR4UDRxYIM1NUJOdz09
Meeting ID: 839 471 9756 Passcode: 2022
Find your local number: https://us02web.zoom.us/u/keFPBuhngZ

Tomas Moreno speaks as surely asa tastmg room manager when he lists the 12
different wines Bel Lago offers. “I’ve walked these rows many times,” he said.

days in the fields and vineyards because
they have children, Tomas added.

“Kids are in school, or they get sick.
Iunderstand it, but the job needs to get
done,” he said.

Hiring temporary agricultural work-
ers through the federal H-2A visa
program, typically for stays of 6-8
months, has offered a solution, though
an imperfect one. Most temporary
farmworkers in northern Michigan
come from Mexico, and those that
Tomas manages are mostly single
men between ages 18 and 28—in their
prime to work hard.

Still, the employer is responsible for
providing housing and transportation
for those guest workers. That’s no easy
task in affordable housing-challenged
northern Michigan. “Finding housing
in Leelanau County is like finding
gold!” laughed Tomas. “It’s really
hard.”

Tomas began working with H-2A
workers six years ago. His crew of
six at Bel Lago currently includes
three domestic workers and three on
temporary visas. One lives in a house
the Moreno family owns in Omena;
another one, who is a relative, lives at
their house. This year he acquired his
farm labor contractor license, which
means he can bring H-2A workers from
Mexico under his own name and lease
them out to Bel Lago or other wineries
in the county. Next year Tomas hopes
to bring a total of five guest workers.
Some have worked in Leelanau before
and know the landscape and the jobs,
others will be trained by his domestic
workers.

WATERFRONT AWAITS YOU

° Beautifully
wooded
half-acre
building lot
135 ft. on
Bronson
Lake—Quiet!

No-wake boating, swimming & fishing. S.W. of
Lake Ann. 20 mins. to T.C. 2 docks, a firepit,
paths & spot for a camper. $195,000 #1901273

~ All Sports

allowed on
Benzie Co.
Crystal LK

50 ft. private
frontage and
a fixer-upper.

Dock for boats, swimming & fishing. South
shore. Stroll to downtown Beulah. Bunk here as
you remodel or fix and rent. $499,000 #1895161

Christine Stapleton
Cell/Text 231-499-2698

e maron

www.cdstapleton.com

Veraison, harvest, and tortillas

When I met Tomas at the Bel Lago
vineyard on a warm and sun-kissed
mid-August morning, he and his team
were eagerly awaiting the veraison, the
time of year when the grapes change
color from pale green to deep red,
which signals that they are absorbing
more energy and developing a higher
sugar content.

Their task for the day was canopy
management—tucking, hedging, and
opening the fruit zone, and preparing
for the harvest in late September or
early October. Bel Lago’s team waits
as long as they can to pick the grapes in
order to get the best flavor. The think-
ing is that the winemaker can always
adjust the sugar level, but they can’t
add flavor.

Tomas speaks as surely as a tasting
room manager when he lists the 12 dif-
ferent wines Bel Lago offers. Award-
winning varieties include Pinot Grigio,
Blaufrankisch, Chardonnay, Cabernet
Franc, Pinot Noir, Gewurztraimer, and
Riesling. He works closely with Bel
Lago founder and winemaker Charles
Edson to deliver the best possible
grapes to make wine.

“I’ve walked these rows many
times. I know all the varietals,” said
Tomas, who nevertheless calls himself
primarily a beer drinker.

In addition to bringing H-2A work-
ers to Leelanau County, Tomas and Ju-
lieta have launched another side hustle
this year. “I told my wife when I turned
40 I needed to find some activity just
for me.” They now make and sell fresh
tortillas for local farmworkers and the
greater Hispanic community.

Corn tortillas are a staple part of
nearly every meal in Mexico and Cen-
tral America. Hispanics in northern
Michigan flock to authentic stores such
as TC Latino in Traverse City to stock

MORENO concludes on page 11

visit lakershakes.com for current hours

Moomers Ice Cream R SH,

Cones and Shakes j:‘x' K
Beer and Wine i 7
Coffee and Espresso . ]

Local Products

8995 S Dunns Farm Rd., Burdickville
(231)334-4669 lakershakes.com

A Glen Lake Tradifion for over 30 years.
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Maggie Kato, executive director
of the nonprofit Balancing Environ-
ment and Rehabilitation (BEAR), met
Haaland and told her about the orga-
nization’s plans to rehab the Sleeping
Bear Inn, which was built in 1866 and
will be the oldest operating inn in the
National Park system.

Haaland asked Kato about their
plans for the neighboring garage. Kato
answered that BEAR is renovating the
space on the second story of the garage
into two 500-square-foot apartments
where they will live while they serve
as innkeepers after renovation.

“I told her it is about the size of a
typical D.C. apartment,” added Kato.
“She laughed and said she recently
upgraded into an 800-square-foot, two-
bedroom apartment in D.C.”

Haaland’s visit to Sleeping Bear
Dunes was the second by a U.S. Secre-
tary of the Interior. In June 1998, Sec-
retary Stewart Udall spent a weekend
in northern Michigan, appeared at a
fund raiser for the Michigan Land Use
Institute, and spoke at an emotional
standing-room-only public gathering
at the Sleeping Bear Dunes—the park
he helped establish.

INTERIOR

continues from page 1

At Sleeping Bear Dunes, she toured
Pierce Stocking Scenic Drive and
met with National Lakeshore staff at
overlook #11, visited the Dune Climb,
and sites at Glen Haven including the
Sleeping Bear Inn, the cannery and
Lake Michigan, said Superintendent
Scott Tucker.

Haaland visited together with as-
sistant secretary of the Interior for
Indian Affairs, Bryan Newland, former
tribal chair of the Bay Mills Indian
Community in Michigan’s Upper Pen-
insula. Newland was familiar with the
Sleeping Bear region; his wife had
previously participated in the M22
Challenge race.

“I had a wonderful visit with the
National Park Service staff at Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes National Lakeshore
last week,” Haaland wrote on Twitter.
“While we toured the park, families
were enjoying the beautiful lake shore
and the paths were easy to travel on
thanks to investments in accessibil-
ity over the years,” added the Interior
Secretary, who wore a boot on her left
leg after breaking it last month while
hiking in Virginia’s Shenandoah Na-
tional Park.
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BEAR executive director Maggie Kato (middle), told Interior Secretary Deb
Haaland how her team is rehabbing the Sleeping Bear Inn at Glen Haven.
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The Morenos currently sell their
tortillas to local Hispanic farmwork-
ers—particularly at large events and
family gatherings since Tomas has to
churn out 80-100 packages of tortillas
to justify cranking up the machine.
(They hope to sell to restaurants in the
future.) A half kilogram of 22 tortillas
costs about $2.50.

“My customers tell me on what day
and what hour they want the tortillas.
I’1l deliver them hot and wrapped to
their location,” said Tomas, who has
found another way to act as match-
maker for northern Michiganders.

up on their native foods. (Non-fresh
tortillas from the big box outlets “taste
like cardboard,” said Tomas.) But why
not offer a source in Leelanau County?

“One day last year we were having
lunch in the break room, and I asked
the H-2A workers, if my wife and [
started making our own tortillas, would
they buy from us?” said Tomas, who
researched the plausibility of acquiring
the materials. “Anything I say or put
my mind into, I do,” he added.

Tomas found a company in his
wife’s and mother’s hometown of
San Luis Potosi that manufactures the
tortilla press, the belt, and the oven.
He made an appointment and toured
the factory in January, and his family
splurged and purchased a medium-
sized tortilla machine for $11,000 as
well as a blender for the maseca corn
flour.

PROFESSIONAL
OPENINGS

6669 W, Western Avenue
Glen Arbore334-3022

Cherry Republic has openings for an
Accountant and Finance Director.

Devette & Ford

Insurance Agency, Inc

Join our team and grow your career where ideas
are nurtured and the fruits of your labor are celebrated!

Email talent@cherryrepublic.com
or scan the QR code to apply online.

Auto
Seasonal Homes & Businesses
Life Insurance
Blue Cross [/ Blue Shield

LR

Check out our September 8 edition of the Sun for stories about the
Glen Arbor Arts Center’s Vessels exhibit and the feminist work of Judy
Chicago, and how Northport is celebrating Traverse City Pride Week.

Calluy
for q%ofyour nvﬁ
real estate needs.
HE
MARTIN
CoMPANY

Or GLEN ArpoOR, INC.

You’'ll feel

right @l fome.
231/334-7000

www.martinrealestate.com « 6400 Western Ave, Glen Arbor

REAL ESTATE

BREAKFAST

BISTRO

© @~\ineyard

@FVVineyard

5)

FRENCH
VALLEY

VINEYA RD

5 MUSIC LINE UP

1 - CHRIS SKELLENGER & PAUL KOSS

5 - PATRICK NIEMESTO & CHRIS SKELLENGER

8 - THE DUGES

12 - THE DUGES

15 - CHRIS SKELLENGER & ANDRE VILLOCH

18 - CROSBY, STILLS, NASH & YOUNG TRIBUTE

19 - DENNIS PALMER
22 - LARRY PERKINS
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3655 South French Road * Cedar MI 49621 « 231.228.2616




Advertise in the Glen Arbor Sun or on GlenArbor.com. Reach thousands of readers throughout Leelanau County. Support community journalism.

Buy Local, Build Local, Be Local.

Cottage
Book Shop

SHOP LOCAL

BUILDING SUPPLY, INC.

WA it K ey s 3 g e G 1

"4 cottagebooks.com
in the log cabin
334-4223

UPCOMING AUTHOR EVENTS:

Friday, September 9. at 5 pm. Bay

Books is overjoyed to welcome — S@ Z {14 E)
Sarah Shoemaker, local author of £/
M Rochester and her newest - -
novel Children of the Catastrophe. CATASTRO
Newberry Award winner, local
children's author and illustrator Lhamh. A
Lynne Rae Perkins will launch her j_..ﬂ""‘
newest children's chapter book. / SARAH
Violet and Jobie: Inthe Wildon | SEEESTRETVINTTS

ptember 17 at 4 pm,

1 Both books are available for
pre-order now. isupportlocal
Please reserve your book and

vour seat by calling 23 1-944-6509

or by emailing
bavbooksmi@gmail.com

Open Monday-Friday, 10 am-6 pm.
Saturday, 10-5. Sunday, noon-5.
220 N Saint Joseph St., Suttons Bay

Call us (231-944-6809), emrail us (baybooksmi‘a'gnmail.com) or checkus out on
Facebook or Instagram. Online ordering available at www.baybooksmi.com.

the secret garden
Handcrafts Gallery

Downtown Empire

More then 200 Artists
Celebrating 30 Years!
Open Daily

(231) 326-5428

Leelanau Sands Casino | June 27 - August 28

SATURDAYS
WIN $50 E-CREDITS

JSUIIJ.y gé\} SAUGUST 7-21 WIN $100 - $3,000 CASH

10X Earned Entries on Mondays.
FREE DAILY ENTRY. See Players Club on how to earn more.

“Players must earn 30 new hase paints to qualify for Hot Pick drawings.

WIN a 2022 VESPA PRIMAVERA + $5,000 CASH
WIN a share of $17,500 CASH Top PRIZE: $10,000 CASH

"%8%.000

 in GASH and PRIZES

LEELANAU SANDS CASINO & LODGE
~800.922.2WIN | LeelanauSands(as >

T

LEELANAU VACATION REALTY

.

11520 Lake Michigan Drive,
Empire Beachfront, 3BR/1.5BA
$995,000

Your specialists in Glen

Arbor Real Estate
www.lvrrentals.com

Vacant Land

The Homestead

39 Book Hill Cottages

Golf Green View

Lot 21 Hermies Pass, Empire, 1.5 acres, $49,500
S Dunns Farm Rd, Glen Arbor Township, 12.7 acres, $227,500

$78,500 Sale pending

(231) 334-6100

(800) 309-5045
6546 S. State St.
Glen Arbor, MI 49636

Empire Pole Barns
$84,000 and up
Contact Bob, 231.334.6100

Pine Trace 11  Woodstone $111,900 Sale pending




