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Leelanau’s iconic Bicentennial Barn gets new owners with local roots
By Jacob Wheeler
Sun editor 

When Greg and Heather Ford 
remodel their 1890s farmhouse and 
“Bicentennial” Barn on M-22 and 
Bohemian Road, about 7.5 miles east 
of Glen Arbor, they’ll pay homage to 
her family roots. The Nachazels, her 
forefathers, immigrated in the 1850s 
from Bohemia to the Good Harbor 
Bay region of Leelanau County—by 
way of New York and Chicago—and 
together with other settlers established 
a village they called North Unity, to 
reflect goodwill between Bohemian 
and German immigrants.

The Fords purchased the iconic 
bicentennial barn on February 18. The 
4-acre property includes the 4-bed-
room, 1-bathroom farmhouse, the 
post and bean barn which was painted 
as the official National State Com-
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See GRIST MILL on page 3

Fords to rename it North Unity Farm, in homage to community’s heritage
memorative Bi-Centennial Landmark 
in 1976—and restored in 2006—the 
Sleeping Bear Heritage Trail in their 
front yard as it runs along M-22, and 
Bohemian Road beach a mile away. 

The barn and farmhouse are one 
of 90 inholding properties within 
the Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore, which means they can be 
privately owned but not significantly 
altered or used for certain commercial 
purposes. A farmstand would be al-
lowed, so long as the produce for sale 
is grown on the property; commercial 
weddings or short-term rentals would 
not be allowed, according to National 
Lakeshore deputy superintendent 
Tom Ulrich. “The Park’s intent is 
not do anything to those inholdings 
that would diminish their ability to 
preserve resources and visitor enjoy-

See BICENTENNIAL BARN on page 6

Crystal River preserved: marina parcel purchase prevents housing development
By Jacob Wheeler
Sun editor 

Three prominent Glen Ar-
bor business owners have pur-
chased separate parcels next 
to the Crystal Harbor Marina, 
where Fisher Lake (at the 
north end of Big Glen Lake) 
feeds into the Crystal River. In 
doing so, they’ll make sure the 
fragile ecosystem isn’t turned 
into a major housing develop-
ment or resort.

Those business owners are 
Ranae and Bob Ihme, who 
own Leelanau Vacation Rent-
als & LVR Realty and Glen 
Arbor Outdoor, the Aylsworth 
family who owns Glen Craft 
Marina, and Brad Anderson 
who owns Anderson’s Market. 
They purchased the three par-

cels from marina owner Don Lewis in 
mid-September of last year.

In early January 2020, Conor Mc-
Cahill, whose family owns On the 
Narrows Marina, unveiled a prospec-
tive plan to the Glen Arbor Planning 
Commission to buy the eight-acre 
marina from Lewis, add boat slips, 
and build 14 high-end homes along the 
waterfront where Fisher Lake meets 
the Crystal River, and 12 “workforce 
housing” units behind them. 

Opposition among the crowd that 
packed the Township Hall on Janu-
ary 2, 2020, was fierce, and nearly 
unanimous. Local residents spoke out 
against the development, its impact 
on parking, and water quality. Rob 
Karner, watershed biologist for the 
Glen Lake Association and a Crystal 
River homeowner, worried how in-
creased activity on Fisher Lake would 
impact the river. “Whatever happens 

on Fisher Lake comes by my house,” 
Karner said.

But McCahill never submitted a 
formal development proposal to the 
Planning Commission, and the pur-
chase option expired. Many in Glen 
Arbor breathed a sigh of relief.

Up stepped the Ihmes, Aylsworths 
and Brad Anderson to purchase the 
vacant land from Lewis, who kept the 
decades-old, classic wooden marina, 
which hasn’t functioned as a full-
service marina since the 1980s.

“Our neighborhood got together, we 
were concerned about it,” said Ranae 
Ihme, who owns a home across from 
the marina. “Everyone discussed how 
(a development there) would nega-
tively impact our neighborhood. … 
We don’t want to look at a large-scale 
condominium project across the lake.”
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Grist mill zoning spat confounds Glen Arbor Township
By F. Josephine Arrowood
Sun contributor 

Glen Arbor was described in 2011 
by the Good Morning America TV 
show as “The Most Beautiful Place in 
America.” Today Glen Arbor Town-
ship, which has experienced un-
precedented growth pressure as a 
resort destination, faces a community 
reckoning. It involves a new resident 
with ambitious development plans, 
deep pockets, and close partnership 
with regional heavy hitters; longtime 
neighbors; zoning irregularities; and 
old wounds from a 40-year-old envi-
ronmental controversy.

Sometime in 2018, W. Turner Booth 
appeared in Glen Arbor with a charm-
ing narrative: a young, hip, New York 
lawyer seeking to “reboot” his life and 
ponder his next chapter Up North (as 
he stated in an interview with the Glen 
Arbor Sun in November 2020). Booth 
had been in Traverse City since the end 
of 2017, setting up real estate invest-
ment company Cochran Booth and 
Co—as well as a private bank (CCG) 

with multimillionaire entrepreneurs 
George Cochran, Casey Cowell, and 
Lowell Gruman (as reported by the 
Traverse City Business News in Sep-
tember 2019).

Booth says he “ran into” Robert 
Kuras—longtime owner of both the 
nearby Homestead Resort, and a 
nearby 1880s grist mill with house 
on two acres. Booth told the Sun that 
conversations with Kuras began during 
the summer of 2018, and he bought the 
property in October.

Tina Mehrens, a lifelong, part-time 
Glen Arbor resident who owns prop-
erty nearby, remembers it differently. 
She had been working with Kuras for 
two years to try to find a well-funded 
buyer or nonprofit for the old mill, 
who would be sympathetic to history, 
true to the overall aesthetic, and in 
sync with the township’s Master Plan. 
Booth—a young, energetic real estate 
lawyer with family connections to the 
Homestead—seemed to her to fit that 
picture—at first.



Kim Kelderhouse (right) took over executive director duties at the Leelanau 
Historical Society last year from Francie Gits (left), now development director.
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Kim Kelderhouse takes helm of Leelanau Historical Museum
By Sandra Serra Bradshaw
Sun contributor 

The Leelanau Historical Society 
and Museum sits overlooking the 
sparkling Leland River near downtown 
Leland and historic Fishtown. It’s a 
most welcoming spot where people 
often congregate outside on the spa-
cious riverside lawn, or come to see 
the boats that line up along the long 
dock. Inside, visitors may peruse col-
lections and archives that contain more 
than 20,000 items. Here, one can learn 
of Leelanau’s fascinating maritime 
history, and even take a virtual tour 
“onboard” the steamship Leelanau.

The museum is under the careful 
watch of Kim Kelderhouse, a graduate 
of Grand Valley State University where 
she majored in Public and Nonprofit 
Administration. She holds a Graduate 
Certificate in Historic Preservation 
from Eastern Michigan University. As 
a sixth generation Leelanau County 
resident, she grew up on her family 
farm in nearby Elmwood Township. 
Her parents are Jim and Liz Kelder-
house. She married Brian Kindt in the 
summer of 2019.

Thomas P. Kelderhouse, her great, 
great, great grandfather, and his wife, 
Margaret, settled Port Oneida in 
1862. Kim’s great, great grandparents 
William and Charlotte Kelderhouse, 
farmed 65 acres of land. The house, 
which William built around 1910, was 
used by the couple as the local grocery 
store, telephone exchange, and a post 
office. Today, that land and their home 
is being preserved by the Sleeping 
Bear Dunes National Lakeshore in 
1981. The barn was torn down in 1970, 
many years before the park took the 
farm over.

Kim has worked for the Leelanau 
Historical Society since May 2013, 
under then executive director, Francie 
Gits. Kim took over her position last 
summer. Gits is now development 
director on the Historical Society’s 
board. 

“Francie Gits was very thorough in 
teaching me how to run our museum,” 
Kim related. “But nothing could pre-
pare us for this pandemic crisis we 
are in.” But by learning how to run it 
“outside the box,” she and her staff, 
curatorial assistant Elizabeth Adams 
and archivist Emma Keaton, actively 
pursue innovative means to keep 
Leelanau history and its museum alive.

The Leelanau Historical Society 
was launched in 1957 when residents, 
dedicated to collecting and preserving 
Leelanau’s history, banded together. 

The old county jail in Leland became 
home to its first museum in 1959. 
Through the generosity of many dona-
tions, and with several grants, a new 
museum was built in 1985. It was 
expanded in both 2005 and 2015 to its 
current state.

Among the expansive exhibits—
poised center stage overlooking the 
river—is the wheel of an old ship. It 
was donated to the museum by noted 
Leland photographer, Erhardt Peters. 
He had found it sometime in the 1930s 
on North Manitou Island during one of 
his jaunts there. But what ship it came 
from is a mystery to this day.

Of course, becoming curious, I shot 
some photos of the wheel recently and 
sent them to maritime author, Brendon 
Baillod, who also heads up the Great 
Lakes Shipwreck Research Group. “It 
is almost certainly an authentic and 
early wheel from a steamship,” Baillod 
explained. “I think it may likely have 
been the primary wheel for a passenger 
and package freight steamer of the era 
between 1860-1880 based on the early 
design … it was most likely the main 
wheel in the forward pilothouse of a 
good-sized steamer.”

Also of interest is the addition of 
the permanent exhibit—the Katherine 
Hall Wheeler, Traditional Anishinaa-
bek Arts Room. This exhibit features 
Anishinaabek basket makers of the 
Leelanau Peninsula. In 1987, the So-
ciety began collecting, documenting, 
interpreting, and preserving these 
birch bark, black ash, and quillwork 
baskets. Later, in 2005, exhibit space 
was built. It is here where much of 
this unique collection is continually 

on display. The addition of this virtual 
exhibit honors the human story behind 
these works of art. The LHS&M col-
laborated with Laura Quackenbush, 
the original curator of the Traditional 
Anishinaabek Arts Collection.

The Leelanau Enterprise is also in 
the museum’s collections as digitized 
issues, currently between 1880-1927. 
“We are working on getting issues 
up to 1997 in the near future,” said 
Kelderhouse. “Central Michigan Uni-
versity is digitizing for us,” she added.

Another feature, The Leelanau 
Voices Oral History Collection con-
tains more than 250 interviews. “We 
just had this digitized, and they are 
available upon request.” The inter-
views can be requested by calling or 
emailing the society,” Kim explained.

Due to the pandemic, the society’s 
archives are available to view by ap-
pointment only. “The museum itself is 
currently closed,” Kelderhouse said. 
“We hope to have the museum open—
by appointment only as well—this 
coming summer.”

The Leelanau Historical Society 
Museum is located at 203 E. Cedar 
Street in Leland. For information, 
call (231) 256-7475 or visit online at 
LeelanauHistory.org.

Glen Arbor Arts 
Center Manitou 
Music series paused, 
but poster unveiled
From staff reports 

South Haven, Mich., artist Susan 
L. Anderson’s Glen Lake Splendor is 
the Glen Arbor Arts Center’s (GAAC) 
iconic 2021 Manitou Music poster 
image.

Anderson was on her annual visit to 
Glen Arbor when she stopped the car 
to shoot Glen Lake’s photograph. “The 
variating depths in vivid turquoise of 
the shimmering water and the way 
the sun illuminated the tall pines sur-
rounding in sunlight” mesmerized her, 
she said. In Glen Lake Splendor she 
attempted to capture the beauty of that 
afternoon.

The Manitou Music concert series, 
one of the GAAC’s summer highlights, 
is paused for 2021 due to COVID-19 
restrictions.

Having grown up under a naval 
commander father, Anderson saw 
much of the United States as her 
family moved to the various military 
bases around the country. Her early 
years were laced with family trips and 
picnics in national parks. Anderson’s 
appreciation for art found in nature 
was fostered by parents who exem-
plified the love of nature and beauty. 
Watercolor and colored pencil have 
been her most practiced mediums but 
she is currently working in oil painting.

Anderson’s painting, selected by the 
GAAC’s Manitou Music Poster Com-
mittee, was one of 27 artists’ entries. 
The poster competition is open to all 
GAAC members. Applications for the 
2022 poster competition can be found 
online here beginning in May. Dead-
line for submissions is mid-September.

Copies of the 2021 poster will be 
available in the spring, both online 
here and the GAAC office, 6031 S. 
Lake St., Glen Arbor.

In our April 15 edition, look for 
coverage of Spring awakenings 
and new businesses in Leelanau 
County—and profiles on public 
health heroes who have carried us 
through the COVID-19 pandemic.
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Kuras and Glen Arbor—Redux
When Booth bought the property 

from Kuras, the joy and relief through-
out the county and beyond was pal-
pable. “Fantastic news!” and “Thank 
you for saving this beautiful piece of 
history,” were just two of the many 
positive comments from residents, area 
visitors, and Brammer and Kelderhouse 
descendants. Local citizens celebrated 
what they hoped would be the restora-
tion of the iconic mill to a sensitive, 
size-appropriate, adaptive reuse in its 
quiet residential neighborhood.

For decades, The Homestead had 
allowed the mill buildings to moulder; 
efforts by historic preservationists and 
nonprofits to save the site—conversa-
tions Kuras described to the Sun as no 
more than “casual”—went nowhere. In 
the 1980s, Kuras had had big ideas for 
the mill, too. While a member of the 
Township Planning Commission, Ku-
ras was making his own plans to turn 
it into a clubhouse and parking for an 
18-hole golf course along the Crystal 
River. To that end, he succeeded in 
getting the mill’s zoning changed to 
Recreational Open Space—a zoning 
designation that was amended out of 
the township’s zoning ordinances in 
2006, according to its 2019 statutes. 
(As recently as March 2021, the town-
ship’s official zoning map continued to 
show the Mill property as Residential, 
along with the surrounding neighbor-
hood, as described in the Master Plan.)

A group of Glen Arborites and clean 
water activists joined to oppose Kuras’ 
golf course plan. “Save the Crystal 
River” became a rallying cry; families 
marched and drove past the Home-
stead in protests; the state and federal 
governments got involved. Lines of 
division—the rift was deep and ugly—
were drawn between those who saw 
the project as a threat to the Crystal 
River watershed, and those who hoped 
for the economic draw of a profes-
sionally designed, 18-hole course to 
attract more visitors. Kuras also made 
the argument that a resort with a golf 
course would train and attract skilled 
workers, “stabilize” employment, and 
thus boost Glen Arbor as a year-round 
community, according to his 2002 
interview with the Northern Express. 

After nearly 20 years of lawsuits 
and rancor between stakeholders, the 
golf course idea was abandoned and a 
land swap with Sleeping Bear Dunes 
National Lakeshore preserved that 
portion of the river. “The Millside” site 
condominiums were built north of the 
mill, but the mill property languished. 
In the early 2000s, Polish and other 
Homestead seasonal “guest workers” 
were seen boarding in the derelict 
structures. Over the years, many bro-
ken windows gaped, siding decayed, 

large blue tarps flapped on the roof; a 
foot of water still periodically floods 
the first floor.

Neighborhood Rules?
Voters elect a township board, led 

by a supervisor. The township board 
appoints Planning Commission mem-
bers. Additionally, the township hires a 
zoning administrator (ZA), whose job 
is to oversee and enforce the zoning 
statutes. Supervisor Tom Laureto was 
newly elected in November 2020; Pam 
Laureto serves as clerk, Lee Houtte-
man is treasurer, Don Lewis and John 
Peppler are trustees.

The ZA is Tim Cypher, who is also 
the ZA for Empire, Kasson, Center-
ville, Solon and Leland townships. 
At the other end of the permitting 
process, he owns a property inspec-
tion business. On his Allpermits.com 
website, he states, “We will guide 
you in the proper direction to obtain 
satisfactory results desired with the 
following permits: Land/Zoning, Soil 
Erosion Control, Health Department, 
Driveway, Construction, and MDEQ 
- Wetlands - Dunes. Allpermits can 
obtain approvals on your behalf from 
the various townships, village, county, 
and state agencies in a timely fashion.”

Glen Arbor Township’s ordinances 
were updated in August 2018; it also 
created and updated its Master Plan 
in February 2019—which identifies, 
characterizes, and plans the overall 
direction for growth in the commu-
nity—including Zoning Districts that 
correspond with its Zoning Maps. 
They are the primary source to identify 
designated zoning—they are not just 
a “pretty map on the wall,” as Cypher 
stated. If errors are made on zoning 
maps, the township has the author-
ity and the duty to correct them in a 
thoughtful, unbiased matter.

Longtime zoning maps clearly des-
ignated both the mill property (5440 
Harbor Hwy) and the old Brammer 
property (5454 Harbor Hwy) as Resi-
dential II. Allowable uses do include 
home businesses such as farm stands 
and B&Bs, but not full-service res-
taurants or units that include kitchens. 
The mill’s Recreational Open Space 
zoning went away with the unrealized 
golf course, in 2006, and the property’s 
uses remained residential. By default, 
the property reverted back to its prior 
designation—in keeping with every 
other adjacent property in that neigh-
borhood—as Residential.

In their eagerness to see the mill 
buildings restored, most township 
officials—with the exception of trea-
surer Lee Houtteman—and led by ZA 
Cypher, took steps to accommodate the 
developer’s wishes, while repeatedly 
dismissing neighbors’ oft-repeated con-
cerns—and allegedly disregarding the 
township Master Plan stating no new 
Recreational or Resort Zoning Districts 
east of the village. Supervisor Laureto 
said on Feb. 16: They could not pres-
ent definite evidence that the Mill was 
currently zoned Recreational; yet he 
still voted for the Brammer rezoning.

At the November 5 Planning Com-
mission’s public hearing, Cypher was 
unable or unwilling to produce docu-
ments that he said would make the mill 
zoning clear. He said he had dropped 
the papers in his car, but they would 
be available the following week at 
the township office. When Kathleen 
King O’Brien requested them, she 
was told to fill out a Freedom of In-
formation Act request.Then she got 
an email from Clerk Pam Laureto that 
Cypher would be given an extension 
until March 2 to produce the docu-
ments—after the mill property zoning 

was declared by Cypher and trustee 
Lewis as Recreational, based on their 
verbal assurances and “future uses 
map”— and after the board had already 
voted to rezone the adjacent Brammer 
property on Feb. 16. Also on Feb. 16, 
Supervisor Tom Laureto explained his 
‘aye’ vote: “We yielded to our zoning 
administrator[‘s expertise].”

Why the fuss over the mill’s zoning?
Turner Booth’s first property, the 

mill, not only had a zoning discrep-
ancy, but it also had a size problem. 
At 2.07 long, narrow acres, the site is 
limited by the river, the state highway, 
and two substantial buildings. Uses are 
limited, too, as noted earlier. In Sep-
tember 2020, he approached several 
adjacent property owners to buy from 
them, including part-time Glen Arbor 
resident Eric Elliott, who with busi-
ness partner Michael Aldrich, owned 
a sweet half-acre at the northwest 
corner of M-22 and Bay Lane. Booth 
talked of his plans, including building 
additional rentals, if allowed to buy 
Elliott’s land—which was already 
under contract to Cynthia and Yvain 
Badan. “This,” says Elliott, “was the 
first time I had an inkling of just how 
big a change might be coming to this 
quiet neighborhood.”

Booth told the Sun he hoped that 
parcel would be left in a natural state 
and he wanted the option of having a 
proposed rerouted Sleeping Bear Heri-
tage Trail running through the woods 
and away from the Bay Lane/M-22 
intersection. Ultimately, Booth bought 
the R-II Brammer parcel between 
the Mill and the Badans’ lot, and im-
mediately sought to rezone it, too, as 
Recreational.

In the Feb. 16 meeting where the 
rezoning was approved, trustee John 
Peppler, a realtor, said that “we are 
talking about a zoning change only, not 
what the property is going to be used 
for in the future.” In his Sept. 29 zon-
ing addendum, Booth “contemplates” 
many things—which is not a legal 
term and carries no weight. He painted 
lovely pictures of a museum, small 
café, and candlelit tables, and gently 
deflected more specific questions by 
saying, “This is a dynamic property.”

He told the Sun in November 2020 
that, “The goal here is not about mak-
ing money … I like every project I 
do to have some element of social 
good associated with it. If this project 
makes enough money to sustain itself, 
that’s great. But this isn’t going to be 
a retirement play here.” Mill restora-
tion fans seem worried that, if Booth 
doesn’t get the rezoning he wants, he’ll 
somehow abandon it. Booth seemed to 
imply the threat in a March 11 letter 
to the Leelanau Enterprise: “the South 
Parcel and the Mill were economically 
self-sustaining and must continue to be 
if they are to be preserved.”

“I am not abandoning the project,” 
he wrote to the Sun on March 16.

Cypher used the undocumented 
Recreation zoning status of the mill 
parcel to justify the second item on 
the Nov. 5 meeting agenda in recom-
mending Booth’s request to rezone a 
separate, adjacent R-II parcel. Cypher 
states that “it was always anticipated 
that the property would be part of the 
Homestead.” And erroneously, “the 
Master Plan addresses this project.”

A river still runs through it . . . 
The Crystal River—which the 

Homestead wanted to develop as a golf 
course in the 1980s and ‘90s—winds 
sinuously through both the Mill and 
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Thrifting through Leelanau’s consignment shops
By Madeleine Hill Vedel
Sun contributor 

“What lovely hand-painted glasses 
these are! Each one so unique!” I ex-
claimed as we sat down to the beautifully 
set table on this farm north of Northport. 
“I found those at the Samaritan’s Closet 
in Lake Leelanau,” Kathy Garthe told me 
with pride. Whenever her daughter Nikki 
comes to visit they go thrifting, and are 
sure to stop by the local consignment 
shops, The Roost in Suttons Bay and 
Jaffe’s Resale and Consignment in Lake 
Leelanau. I remember noticing the elegant 
purple satin coat dress Nikki wore with 
such flare a couple years back, from The 
Roost, as I stroke the soft cashmere of my 
camel twin set sweater I had found myself 
at The Roost last winter. 

Charlotte Steinhebel started The Roost 
seven years ago as a small business she 
could run while raising her two small 
children, then five and seven years old. 
“The whole point of starting the store was 
as it would be convenient for me to bring 
my kids to work, or even stay home with 
them. It’s hard when you are working for 
someone else; calling in sick is not okay,” 
she tells me. “When I first started I only 
sold women’s clothing in my original 
space in the alley across from the library.” 
From her shop window she could watch 
her children walk to the library, or play 
in the town’s tall snow pile in the parking 

GROCER’S 
DAUGHTER

CHOCOLATE
MADE IN EMPIRE,  MI

grocersdaughter.com
(231) 326-3030

YOUR LEELANAU
CHOCOLATE

SHOP

lot. “We’ve expanded four times in the 
last seven years. And now we sell a little 
bit of everything: women’s, men’s, and 
children’s clothing, accessories, jewelry, 
shoes, purses, belts, scarves, We do small 
furniture—though small can also be a sofa. 
If I can move it by myself I’ll take it. De-
cor and furnishings—people love these!”

The Roost moved in March across 
M-22 to 325 N. Saint Joseph Street in Sut-
tons Bay and now sits kitty corner from MI 
Market. Steinhebel’s previous location, on 
the waterside of Saint Joseph St., offered 
a long space that reached to the end of 
the building and was ideal for the current 
COVID requirements. “Keeping distances 
has been easy in my store—my capacity is 
16 people. It’s easy to keep your distance, 
stretch out between shoppers. There’s the 
back door and the front door. It’s worked 
out well.”

Charlotte had planned the opening 
of her new children’s annex for this past 
April, which did not go as planned. “I’d 
been hoping to open it in April, not July. 
The timing wasn’t ideal. That pushed me 
way back. And that I had to pay rent on 
that space while not being open.” Happily 
Charlotte was able to obtain a PPP loan as 
well as a concession from her landlord in 
her primary store, which enabled her to get 
to the summer without too much stress. 
She has also been careful over the years 
to enter each winter with savings from 
the past summer to carry her through the 

slower months.
In the months before the busy tourism 

season, she is optimistic. “It’s difficult, but 
I’m not the only one. I’m just pushing. I 
have really good inventory. I may not have 
a ton of people coming in, but they’re buy-
ing more expensive ($50) things, which 
adds up. I’m definitely not giving up.”

It is important to understand the differ-
ences between a thrift store, such as the 
Samaritan’s Closet, or down in Traverse 
City, The Women’s Resource Center or 
Goodwill, and consignment shops. Thrift 
stores take donations, whatever people 
bring them as they clean out their closets 
and homes. For thrift shoppers, going 
through the vast quantities of items is 
often likened to a treasure hunt. You can 
find that pearl, that fantastic leather coat, 
or that antique cheese grater, but you have 
to sift through a mountain to find it. Thrift 
shops are set up as charities, and by pur-
chasing there, you contribute to your com-
munity as the funds collected go to support 
food banks, extra food for hungry children 

(the Friday Backpack program), and those 
in need. The Samaritan’s Closet, opened 
10 years ago by Dee Glass on the corner of 
Co. Rd. 641 and M-204, changed owner-
ship and moved across the street, newly 
opened in January 2020. The Leelanau 
Christian Neighbors raised the funds to 
purchase it, and now house it in a space 
doubled in size (3400sq ft). Mary Stanton, 
their representative, shares, “We’ve been 
quite busy. When the pandemic started 
everyone stayed home and cleaned out 
their closet. We were closed for ten weeks. 
At the end everyone brought their goodies 
to us. It’s a good thing. So many people 
like second hand. My granddaughter who 
is 15 is back into vintage clothes. People 
are being very supportive on both ends on 
donations and shopping.”

There are two key elements to keep 
in mind when comparing ‘consignment 
shops’ and ‘thrift stores.’ Consignment 
shop owners work for and with their 
customers. As small businesses, they 
cultivate relationships with their clients 
who bring them their minimally worn, 
well-cared-for items, be they clothing, 
furniture, or housewares. They enter into 
partnerships, selling the consigned items 
and paying their clients their fare share. A 
typical split is 40% of the sale price return-
ing to the consignee for clothing and 50% 
for furniture. As Charlotte explains it, “A 
shirt that had been $45 new, I’d put it at 
$14/15 – you[the consignee] would get 
$6.38 for your shirt. You would never get 
that at a garage sale. It’s kind of nice for 
people if they have nice thing and move 
them on, to make a little money without 
a garage sale. And I am always thinking 
on the other side, if I’m a shopper would 
I pay that?”

When I put forward the word “cu-
rated,” Phil Thies, owner with his wife 
Patricia, of Jaffe’s confirms its aptness, 
telling me: “Within the whole context 
of this – resale – people are looking for 
value. Value has a lot of details to it, good 
quality, labels, current fashion, worth 
their money. Thrift buyers are different, 
not as discerning. We have to present a 
better product.” And to do so, he must 
woo those who bring them items as well 
as market to those who would come in to 
shop. “Though it has been a struggle all 
year to get good consignment material, 
we’re always seeing new consigners. The 
market is very fluid. We see a great number 
of people arriving who are downsizing, 
moving in together or going from a large 
family home to a smaller home. And we 
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see people moving here to retire as well 
as on the out-bound. Our consignment 
comes from the two sources: living the 
dream, and wanting to live the dream. 
However, it is nonetheless a struggle to get 
good product. I hear that the thrift world 
is buried in debris – people cleaning out 
and organizing. But so much of that is pure 
landfill material.”

Consignment shop owners pride them-
selves on their intimate knowledge of what 
will sell to their customers. They work 
hard to select what they bring into the 
shop, and to sell items in a timely manner. 

Sitting here in my brown wicker arm 
chair, purchased on a whim from Jaffe’s 
nearly seven years ago now, I ask local 
clothing designer Gaia Nevascil, with her 
degree in global fashion, her opinion of the 
consignment/thrift shops and their place 
in our county: “Thrift shops are the place 
where clothes go to remain in the cycle 
instead of being discarded as waste. They 
give that item, items continued life. It’s 
essential for communities to develop more 
and more of this, and less buying of the 
Chinese market and throwaway fashion 
companies. Leelanau County doesn’t have 
nearly enough, in my opinion.” 

Elaborating, Gaia continues: “You can 
tell when a place is curated with quality 
clothing. You find labels that people have 
had to travel out of the region, even out of 
the country, to collect. If you are someone 
who knows clothing and can recognize 
that, then great. I do also stress that we 
should support local clothiers, but I lean 
on thrift shops, especially the ones who 
are really organized. The Roost is very 
organized and has some home furnishings, 
ditto with Jaffe’s. In Leelanau County, 
there are very few places that you might 
buy regular affordable things – a cheese 
grater, a frying pan, a baby carrier [which 
she was able to find for just $20 at The 
Roost this summer], or other some such, 
but you can do that at a thrift or consign-
ment shop.

It’s a good thing. Being a part of a 
recycle economy is important. There are 
so many things we don’t need to buy 
new. When you can thrift from one of 
these church shops or mission-based thrift 
shops, you literally are supporting your 
community.”

In the midst of this most particular 
holiday season, when so many are hurt-
ing, be they our neighbors or our local 
business owners, it is but one act, yet an 
important one, that encompasses a handful 
of virtues: to buy local, give items a new 
life, contribute to your community, and 
reduce waste. So whether you’ve the time 
to pick through racks and racks or prefer a 
more selective and organized presentation, 
you will be richly rewarded, and your sav-
ings far less depleted. Plus, you may get 
that moment of exuberance at finding the 
most perfect and unexpected item, be it 
for a family member, a friend, or yourself.

GRIST MILL concludes on page 7

Brammer properties. In the latter, its 
wetlands comprise about 50 percent of 
the site, with a U-shaped slough and 
the river proper completing the circle 
to the northeast.

Once a property is zoned Recre-
ational, nearly anything goes: resi-
dence, rooming house, motel or inn, 
gas station, marina, wedding venue, 
restaurant, higher density, multistory 
condos and other vacation rental—
like the cottages Booth refers to in 
his October 12, 2020, interview with 
the Leelanau Ticker—could replace 
some of the historic but unimportant 
structures. With all of the options 
Recreational zoning represents, the 
Mill LLC could dramatically change 
the neighborhood.

“The future” Peppler referred to 
could already be here: In addition to 
replacing the existing 59-foot long 
dock, Booth’s application to the 
Michigan Department of Environment, 
Great Lakes, and Energy (EGLE) in-
cludes plans for an additional, large 
new kayak dock, with an “upper level 
deck.” Booth told the Sun he has no 
plans for kayak rentals. “We are tak-
ing great care to incorporate EGLE 
feedback and will modify designs as 
necessary to protect and preserve the 
Crystal River.”

His requested 18-spot asphalt park-
ing lot at Brammer—with 9 of the slots 
fronting the river bank—cannot be 
later disallowed. Booth told the Sun 
on March 16 the asphalt plan is out 
of date, and he is now leaning toward 
gravel. Nevertheless, environmentally-
concerned citizens worry about runoff, 
waste, and effluent into the river. A 
separate, graveled parking lot upslope 
on the Mill property—also in Booth’s 
permit request from EGLE— will run, 
drain, and migrate downward as gravel 
drives do, if approved. And the Type 
II well Booth seeks from the Benzie-
Leelanau District Health Department 
(BLDHD) will provide much more wa-
ter than would be necessary in a simple 
museum/café/gathering space/wellness 
center, which he initially targeted for 
the initial phase of the project.

More water use at both properties 
will require more wastewater disposal 
and treatment. While the Mill’s waste 
system was already hooked up to the 
Homestead—subject to their monthly 
water tariff—the Brammer property 
was on some sort of septic system. 
That system was not inspected by 
BLDHD at the time the property was 
sold to Booth’s brother, Charles and 
Emily Booth in June 2020—in viola-
tion of the township septic ordinance, 
the Sun has confirmed. Clay McNitt, 
BLDHD’s sanitarian inspector, made 
clear that responsibility for enforcing 
the point of sale is Cypher, Glen Arbor 
Township’s zoning administrator.

Additional concerns arise with 
Booth’s contemplated extension of 
the Homestead’s waste line to service 
Brammer. The Homestead’s own sew-
age system is regulated by the state 
through EGLE, and is currently in its 
5-year renewal inspection and permit 
process. Adding wastewater from a 
new Type II well, plus the usual uses, 
will stretch the capacity of a sewage 
plant that—according to retired Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
ranger and environmental watchdog 
Tom Van Zoeren, has been under stress 
for a long time. Van Zoeren has con-
tinuously monitored the Homestead’s 
sewage for nearly 30 years, including 
its airborne “sprayover” of what he 
calls incompletely treated human fecal 

material onto adjacent public lands—
and other nearby properties.

Proposed Heritage Trail loop
Yet another piece of the puzzle in-

volves the township’s proposed Heri-
tage Trail segment, an alternative route 
through town—a more direct route to 
the Homestead, and coincidentally, 
to Booth’s proposed development. In 
his site plan addendum, he mentions 
boardwalks. His site plan to EGLE 
shows drawings by Gosling-Czubak 
of a 6-foot wide, Y-shaped boardwalk 
in the wetlands. However, the Heritage 
Trail needs to be some 14 feet wide 
and able to bear the weight of a rescue 
vehicle.

The northeast entrance to Glen 
Arbor, is already a pinch point—with 
bad sightlines from the state highway 
bridge on a sharp curve—and whose 
density will greatly increase on that 45 
mile-per-hour stretch of M-22. Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
and TART Trails already built a route 
that bypasses downtown Glen Arbor—
which is what the Township Board 
requested at the time—along quieter 
roads and a lovely boardwalk through 
extensive wetlands.

Sleeping Bear National Lakeshore 
superintendent Scott Tucker assured 
the Sun that portion of the trail re-
mains, and the township’s project 
would tie into what was already built. 
This project represents more use, more 
density, more conflicts with pedestri-
ans, strollers, wheelchairs, bikes, and 
vehicles, and more changes to the 
residential landscape that encompasses 
wetlands and towering tree canopy 
along M-22.

It’s one that township officials have 
repeatedly deflected in public com-
ments and meeting minutes as being 
“totally separate projects,” from their 
effort to rezone the Mill and Bram-
mer properties as Recreational. They 
can maximize the township’s funds to 
include repaving some side streets and 
sidewalks in the village, which is pru-
dent financially. Redirecting much of 
the trail traffic through town will place 
users that much closer to the existing 
business district and its bike rentals, 
retail shops, restaurants, and existing 
short-term vacation rentals.

Some nearby property owners don’t 
see the win; they see more violations of 
the township’s Master Plan: including 
clear-cutting trees for a 25-foot wide 
minimum trail from the Homestead 
all the way into the village; increased 
traffic congestion; runoff and sedimen-
tation into the river, its sloughs, and 
wetlands; and the permanent disrup-
tion of their “quiet enjoyment.”

Citizen petition to stop the rezoning
As happens at board meetings of 

any kind, items on an agenda can be up 
for discussion, voted on or tabled—and 
public comment is frequently treated 
like the pesky stepchild, whose place is 
at the bottom of the table, far from the 
grownups’ conversation. The public’s 
input is noted with a polite, “thanks” 
and then the voting immediately takes 
place. 

Ken Jackson, a property owner 
affected by the proposed mill devel-
opment, says, “The reason we keep 
commenting and writing letters is that 
they [ZA Cypher, the Planning Com-
mission, and the township board] never 
answer our questions.”

Tina Mehrens concurs. At the Feb. 
16 Township board meeting after the 
Brammer rezoning passed, she asked 
yet again, “When and how will they 

Cedar City 
Market 2.0

In November, Theresa and David 
Gersenson purchased the iconic Pleva’s 
Meats building in Cedar from Ray and 
Marge Pleva and opened Cedar City 
Market II (an homage to the wine store 
run by the late Phil Thiel) in February. 
Watch a Feb. 19 video tour of the market 
at Facebook.com/GlenArborSun.
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ment,” added Ulrich. “The intent is to 
keep (the property) the way it is. You 
can’t tear the house down and build 
something that’s twice the footprint.”

“We’re gonna put our love and soul 
into this place. We’re gonna make this 
place pop,” said Greg, a Kansas City 
native who met Heather while they 
were in the Air Force stationed in 
Japan shortly after the 2011 tsunami. 
They moved back stateside in 2013 and 
have since lived in Colorado Springs 
and Seattle. Greg works in the tech 
sector; Heather is a clinical social 
worker. The Fords, both in their late 
30s, have two children, Jacqueline, 6, 
and Christian, 8 and have vacationed 
in northern Michigan each summer for 
the past 8 years.

As the family tired of urban life on 
the west coast—particularly during the 
COVID-19 pandemic and lockdown—
they began looking for property to buy 
in Leelanau County. Even better if they 
could settle near where Heather’s an-
cestors homesteaded. Heather grew up 
on the east side of Traverse City, grad-
uated from TC Central High School, 
and went to Michigan State University 
before joining the Air Force. Nachazel 
Road, named for her family, is 2 miles 
away from the bicentennial barn. She 
has ancestors buried at St Joseph cem-
etery on Bohemian Road.

While scrolling through Realtor.
com five months ago, they found a 
listing for the farm, priced at $335,000. 
“We thought this was perfect,” said 
Greg. “It’s near the family homestead, 
near one of the best beaches in the 
County, surrounded by woods, and 
easy access to the Heritage Trail. We 
didn’t even know yet about the ties to 
North Unity.”

They called Ranae Ihme, the listing 
agent with LVR Realty, but learned the 
farm was already under contract with 
another buyer. Months passed. The 
Fords felt disheartened, but moved 
onto other opportunities. Then in early 
January, the very day they were driv-
ing to Glen Arbor to rent a home and 
kick their search into the next gear, 
the bicentennial barn reappeared on 
Realtor.com. The previous deal had 
fallen through. The property was back 
on the market, with an updated listing 
that described it as “not considered 
mortgageable.” Greg and Heather 
pounced. They made an offer, it was 
accepted, and they got the keys on a 
Thursday morning.

[Tom Ulrich told the Sun that Sleep-
ing Bear Dunes National Lakeshore 
has also appraised the property and 
made a couple offers in recent years to 

purchase the bicentennial barn. But in 
a strong real estate market, the sellers 
usually command a higher price than 
the National Park can pay.]

“The kids are excited. I don’t know 
if they believe it’s true. It’s surreal at 
this moment,” said Greg. “This is a 
storied property for the area, for the 
county, and for my wife’s family.”

The farmhouse is in decent shape, 
with a solid foundation and new win-
dows. The house will take priority be-
fore any restoration work on the barn. 
The family doesn’t yet have a timeline 
for their home project, but their goal is 
to be settled and have the kids enrolled 
at school by the fall of 2021. They plan 
to make the property their permanent 
home, plant a huge garden, and rename 
it “North Unity Farm”. At some point 
local artist Greg Nachazel, Heather’s 
uncle, who was married at St Joseph 
church, will be in charge of repainting 
the barn, and perhaps creating a motif 
that celebrates the Bohemian village 
that once stood there.

“We’re excited to be part of the 
community here,” said Heather. “Ev-
ery time I visit the property, I notice 
something new that I hadn’t seen 
before. There’s a giant flagpole … 
There’s a horsebarn …”

The Fords recently picked up a 
copy of Good Harbor native Norbert 
Bufka’s independently published 
North Unity and Bohemian Settlement 
at Glen Arbor’s Cottage Bookshop 
to learn about the history of their 
property, once a bustling village for 
hardworking farmers and immigrants.

“There’s a lot of history with this 
property,” said Greg. “The Shalda 
family ran a general store near here. 
The second floor was where they held 
polka dances. I can imagine Heather’s 
forefathers dancing there together.”

“We’re gonna revive this farmhouse 
to its original glory. Hopefully people 
will stop as they walk the Heritage 
Trail and wave hello.”

Shalda Barn becomes the Bi-
centennial Barn in 1970s

As reported in the Glen Arbor Sun 
in June 2005

A press release sent to news media 
in 1975 by Noble D. Travis, Chairman 
of the Leelanau County Bicentennial 
Commission, explained the original 
project: “The Commissioners enthu-
siastically endorsed the presentation 
of “Shalda Barn ‘76” (which is the 
painting of a full-size barn with heroic 
murals) by Arlen and Sally Ramsay 
of The Leland Gallery. The Ramsays’ 
proposal had six specific points that 
contributed to its endorsement. First, it 
involved many people from all parts of 

the County. Second, it would be a last-
ing patriotic landmark. Third, it would 
be supported at little or no cost to the 
Commission by people who will share 
their resources with us. Fourth, the real 
benefactors would be the young people 
who actually make it happen. Fifth, it 
has the earmarks of being one of the 
state’s most outstanding tributes to 
our forefathers and the ideals of most 
Americans. Sixth, the condition of 
the barn and its location, on M-22 at 
County Road 669 in Cleveland Town-
ship, were perfect.”

With the approval of then-owner 
Mrs. Lewis Shalda, a huge community 
effort followed, but the project was 
carried out primarily by teams of art 
students from each of the county’s pub-
lic schools under the direction of their 
art teachers. Mr. Ramsay’s original de-
sign featured “two wind-blown flags, a 
historical map of the County, a portrait 
of George Washington; the south end 
of the barn shows the pioneer spirit 
of sharing the historic bounty of “The 
Little Finger,” and the today spirit of 
winter’s fun and summers blessing. He 
has integrated the silo into the design 
by painting it as a clump of trees, some 
with maple syrup buckets, and others 
with burnished red leaves that camou-
flage the red silo roof.”

Three decades of sun and storm 
wore the burnish off the barn. The 
red-roofed silo blew down in the big 
wind of July 1987 and was replaced 
with the unpainted concrete one. But 
the structure of the barn itself remained 
excellent. In the 2000s, Jeff Reinhardt 
of Northport, “the barn guy,” com-
pleted an inspection and recommended 
improvements. The doors, stairs, and 
some floorboards needed work, but the 

foundation and all mortise and tenon 
joints were great. And the roof was 
in good shape. In 2005, then owner 
Susan Shields prepared the bicenten-
nial barn for a facelift. She and local 
painter Dennis Gerathy hatched a plan 
to restore it, and they sought out vol-
unteers to help.

The barn was why Shields bought 
the property. A history and literature 
student from the University of Michi-
gan, Shields was married in 1976 and 
honeymooned in Leelanau County. 
Through the years she frequently 
camped with her children at DH Day 
campground during the summer, and 
after her father’s death in 2000 Susan 
returned to “The County” to heal and 
rest. Father Bill told her one day as 
she cleaned the rectory in Empire that 
the property was for sale. “I bought it 
with hardly a glance at the farmhouse 
or the two cottages on Bass Lake that 
go with it,” she recalls. Of course it all 
needed work, and improvements to the 
house continue apace.

Shields’ plan for restoration of the 
barn included a design contest pro-
posed for the north wall. The names of 
the 1976 painters were no longer de-
cipherable, so Shields hoped students 
would compete to create overlapping 
images about the future of Leelanau 
County. The east wall would remain 
the same, with George Washington 
and the flag restored. The south wall 
would retain its historical focus and 
include a combination of images, 
one showing the area’s settlement by 
Bohemians, and another picture rep-
resenting the original Native Odawa/
Ojibwe presence that the Tribe prom-
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ised to contribute. “The west wall will 
be images of the present in the county, 
sort of a you-are-here kind of thing,” 
Shields explained, “dunes, water, cher-
ries, lighthouses, bears, those kinds of 
motifs.” 

And Shields had another creative 
idea: how about the silo as a space-
ship? “We have an astronaut living in 
Suttons Bay, and many other scientists 
and authors who have made contribu-
tions to our culture live here,” Susan 
mused. “Perhaps we could find a way 
on the silo to celebrate the people we 
have ‘sent up’ to the world.” Ulti-
mately the plan was to juxtapose the 
past, present and future of Leelanau 
County on the barn’s facades.

Ranae and Bob Ihme purchased the 
middle parcel from Lewis. They have 
no immediate plans to do anything 
with the property, which juts south into 
where Fisher Lake feeds the Crystal 
River.

“We want to keep the character. We 
like seeing it undeveloped,” said Ra-
nae Ihme. “It’s a sandbar, and families 
know to come there and play.” She and 
Bob view the property as an exquisite 
place to build a house.

The Aylsworth family, which owns 
Glen Craft Marina, purchased the 
western parcel, a commercially zoned 
lot that includes six boat slips and a 
ramp.

“The opportunity presented itself, 
and it made sense for our business,” 
said GT Aylsworth. “We’ll use that 
ramp a lot.”

Aylsworth said that Glen Craft 

BICENTENNIAL
continues from page 6
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continues from page 1

Marina will also use the parcel to store 
boats, just as Lewis did. The boat slips 
will be leased.

“Everyone can breath a sigh of re-
lief. There aren’t going to be any crazy 
changes there,” said Aylsworth, who 
added that the ramp will be closed to 
the general public, which should pre-
vent overuse of the fragile waterway.

Brad Anderson, who owns the full-
service grocery store in Glen Arbor, 
purchased the smaller, easternmost 
parcel on Fisher Lake.

“I think my interest level, along 
with the Ihmes, was based, in part, on 
the previous attempts to put density 
on that property that would upset the 
delicate balance in that watershed,” 
said Anderson. “It just didn’t set right 
with us, so we were able to work 
something out with Don that allowed 
the interested parties to achieve their 
respective goals without overburden-
ing that side of the lake.”

GRIST MILL
continues from page 5

Linger over Nittolo’s wood-fired 
pizzas in Lake Leelanau

address the questions that have been 
raised about the zoning maps within 
the township of Glen Arbor?”

Kathleen King O’Brien is another 
property owner, and a real estate law-
yer. “If Tim Cypher had these proofs 
of the mill zoned Recreational [the 
whole rationale for rezoning Bram-
mer], wouldn’t that be front and center 
at these meetings?” she asks.

Without answers and what they see 
as shaky evidence from township of-
ficials, some Glen Arborites say their 
first recourse is to seek signatures for 
a referendum. They hope to put before 
voters the issue of whether to accept 
the Brammer property’s Recreational 
rezoning. 

The group “Love Old Glen Arbor 
(LOGA)” officially formed in Febru-
ary to gather signatures for a ballot 

initiative. Their motto states, “The 
purpose of our group is to preserve the 
unique character of Glen Arbor while 
celebrating its pristine rivers, lakes, 
dunes, forests, and wildlife.”

Organizers emphasize that the ref-
erendum is about Brammer only, not 
the mill property. LOGA members 
say they appreciate and support the 
mill’s rehabilitation—and an adaptive 
reuse that fits better with the existing 
residential neighborhood that Booth 
moved into, and which he says he 
loves as well.

LOGA has until March 27 to gather 
and submit 100 signatures—that’s 
15% of the 666 voters who voted in 
the 2018 gubernatorial election—in 
order for a referendum to appear on 
the August 3 ballot.

From staff reports 

“When we make reservations for 
you, it’s for the table, not for the 
time,” Eric Nittolo reminds customers. 
“You’re not rushed. We take the Euro-
pean approach to dining.”

Nittolo opened his wood-fired piz-
zeria on February 20 at the former home 
of Bella Fortuna in Lake Leelanau. 
The New Jersey native is a graduate of 
the Great Lakes Culinary Institute at 
Northwestern Michigan College and 
former executive chef at The Boat-
house Restaurant on Traverse City’s 
Old Mission Peninsula, Reflect Bistro 
at Cambria Suites, Bonobo Winery and 
LochenHeath Golf Course in Williams-
burg. He has long wanted to open his 
own restaurant.

Nittolo’s Pizza has enjoyed immedi-
ate success in Leelanau County. “It’s 
been an unbelievable reaction. Incred-
ible!” said Nittolo. “We sold more than 
1,300 pizzas in the first 10 days.” 

As promised on social media, Nittolo 
gave away $100 in free pizza on Febru-
ary 27 after he sold pie number 1,000.

Nittolo, a third-generation Italian 
whose great-grandparents, John and 
Raefela, immigrated through Ellis Is-
land in the early 1900s and settled in 
Brooklyn, makes wood-fired “Floren-
cian” style street pizzas. He uses his 
late grandmother Geneive’s sauce, and 
emphasizes the quality of the dough—
“the crust is a cross between a piece of 
bread and a cracker” with just enough 
chew with the Best meats and cheeses 

money can buy,” states his website.
Wood-fired pizzas currently on the 

menu include a Margherita, a Pep-
peroni, a Meatball Parmesan, a Greek, 
a Classic Cheese, a Vegetable, a Napoli, 
and an Eggplant Parmesan. He plans 
to add rigatoni with meatballs and sau-
sage, Caesar salads and cannoli and ice 
cream sundaes for dessert.

“People have been telling me, ‘this is 
the best piece of pizza they’ve ever had 
in their lives.’ The crust is different; the 
toppings are different. What I’m doing 
is putting charcuterie on a pizza.”

Nittolo’s is a “famiglia” affair. Eric’s 
son Dominic, 20, will handle day-to-
day operations at the restaurant, having 
honed his skills at Pepe Nero in Tra-
verse City. Five more of Eric’s children, 
Vincent, Danielle, Eleanor, Angelina, 
and Maximo, will also join the team.

The restaurant offers seating for 32 
inside and can accommodate as many 
as 125 on the patio once the weather 
warms. Eric estimates that one-third 
of his customers have dined in since 
he opened on February 20; the other 
two-thirds have taken their pizzas to go.

Eric plans to open Nittolo’s Seafood 
and Social in April in the other half 
of the restaurant. He’ll feature three-
course, high-end seafoods and meats.

“We buy the highest quality proteins 
money can buy. We sell freshness. We’ll 
have bluefin tuna and other fresh fish 
coming every day. We’ll have Miyazaki 
beef. And the wine list will be out of 
sight.”
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Stony Brook 23
2 BR/1 B

Homestead 
Lakeview
$249,900

109 Reynolds St
4 BR/2 BA

Downtown Leland
$476,000

Your specialists in Glen 
Arbor Real Estate

(231) 334-6100
(800) 309-5045

6546 S. State St.
Glen Arbor, MI 49636www.lvrrentals.com

Homes/Condominiums
5833 S. Lake St. (D) Glen Arbor Downtown 2BR/2B SOLD! 
6275 Lakewood Dr.-Under Contract Glen Arbor Downtown 5BR/4B $599,900
Great Lakes #1/2-Pending Homestead Beachfront 2BR/2B $274,900
Great Lakes #3/4-Price Reduced Homestead Waterfront 4BR/3B $499,000
South Beach #31-Price Reduced Homestead Beachfront 4BR/3B $595,000
South Beach #51-Price Reduced Homestead Beachfront 4BR/3B $699,000
Le Bear #3B-Fractional-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Beachfront 3BR/2.5B $159,900
Le Bear #3C-Fractional-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Beachfront 3BR/2.5B $159,900
Le Bear #4B-Fractional-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Beachfront 3BR/2.5B $150,000
Pine Trace #5-Under Contract Glen Arbor Woodstone 3BR/3B $595,000
Twisted Oak #13-Under Contract Glen Arbor Woodstone 5BR/3B $500,000
Ship Watch #15 Homestead Lake View 2BR/2B $349,000

Vacant Lots
6850 Dunns Farm Rd. Big Glen Lake 6.5 Acres/533’ Vacant Land $4,500,000
6890 Dunns Farm Rd. Big Glen Lake 3.6 Acres/253’ Vacant Land $2,150,000
2 Millside Glen Arbor River View Vacant Land $139,900
9440 Sleepy Valley Dr. New! Empire Lake View 0.88 Acres $85,000
00 W. Harbor Hwy Glen Arbor Forest View Vacant Lot $132,000
Cheney Woods Trail-Price Reduced Miller Hill Lake View/9 acres  Vacant Lot $225,000
Pine Trace Lot #17 Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $110,000
Pine Trace #33-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $99,000
Twisted Oak Lot #1 Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot SOLD!
Twisted Oak Lot #5-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $89,500
Twisted Oak Lot #9 Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $85,500

Gentle Winds #23/24
4 BR/3.5 B
Homestead
Lakefront
$655,000

8882 Dunns Farm Rd
4 BR/2 B

Big Glen Lake
Glen Arbor

$950,000

6710 Dunns Farm Rd
3 BR/Den/4 B
Big Glen Lake

Glen Arbor
$1,500,000

Loggers Run #42
3 BR/2 B

Homestead
Lake View
$395,000

Pine Trace #6
4 BR/3 B

Woodstone
Glen Arbor

$590,000

South Beach #31
4 BR/3 B

Homestead
Beachfront

$599,900

8014 Latter Road
4 BR/3 B

Little Glen Lake
Empire

$995,000

Hawks Nest #44
3 BR/2.5 B
Homestead
Forest View

$300,000

New!New!

New!New!

New!

Price
Reduced

Price
Reduced

“Have you ever thought of purchasing a home in 
the Glen Arbor area to rent out to vacationers? LVR 
Realty, LLC is also the proud owner of Leelanau 
Vacation Rentals, who have over 160 properties to 
rent in Glen Arbor, Leland, Empire, Northport, on 
Glen Lake, Little Traverse Lake, Lake Michigan, 
and beyond!  Visit www.lvrrentals.com or call 
231.334.6100 for information!”

Price Reduced
Price Reduced

Under Contract
Under Contract

Properties SOLD in 2021 by LVR Realty

E Harbor Hwy Vacant Lot listed at $59,900
1042 W Harbor Hwy listed at $365,000
6750 S Dunns Farm Rd listed at $6,750,000
Chimney Ridge 8 listed at $619,000
Hawks Nest 13 listed at $199,000
Millside 2 Lot listed at $139,900
Ship Watch 21/22 listed at $420,000

Twisted Oak 10
3 BR/3 BA
Woodstone 
Glen Arbor

$549,000

Under Contract
Under Contract

5955 South Oak St.
Commercial Property

Downtown 
Glen Arbor

$424,000

Price Reduced
Price Reduced

Properties PENDING in 2021

5710 S Pine St listed at $795,000
6391 Western Ave listed at $599,000
6621 Omigisi Beach listed at $2,150,000
8665 Hill St listed at $239,000
Beals House 1C listed at $150,000
Omigisi Beach Vacant Lot listed at $750,000
Pinnacle Place 6D listed at $89,000
South Beach 25 listed at $725,000
South Beach 51 listed at $725,000
South Village 13 listed at $167,500

Advertise in the Glen Arbor Sun or on GlenArbor.com. Reach thousands of 
readers throughout Leelanau County. Support community journalism and 
our narrative coverage of events, characters, businesses and the arts. Check 
out our rates and publication dates at GlenArbor.com/advertising.


