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Dancing in the barns and fields
From staff reports

The TC Dance Project returns once 
again to Leelanau County’s historic 
barns and pastoral landscape. In col-
laboration with the Glen Arbor Arts 
Center, the dance performance will be 
held on Saturday, July 30, from 7-8:30 
p.m. at the Nash Road Red Barn near 
Maple City—on property owned by an 
Arts Center board member.

This event represents the third stop 
in the TC Dance Project’s Community 
Tour, following public performances 
in Kalkaska and Frankfort earlier this 
month. The Dance Project turns 10 
years old in 2022.

“The best part of the Nash Road 
barn performance is the backdrop of 
fields and nature behind our stage,” 
said Brent Whitney, the organization’s 
founder, executive director and artistic 
director, together with Jennifer Lotts. 
“Our idea is to perform in locations 
that don’t have easy access to live 
theater, music and dance.”

Tickets cost $35 and are available 
for purchase by visiting www.GlenA-
rborArt.org. Attendees are encouraged See DANCING on page 11 Photo by Susan Kettering. Courtesy of Glen Arbor Arts Center

to show up early and bring a picnic. 
Before the dance, Jordan Hamilton 
and Andy Catlain have collaborated 
with a choreographer to bring back an 
original score, “Something I Had in 
Mind,” which the Dance Project first 
performed 10 years ago.

Last year the TC Dance Project 
performed at the Thoreson farm in the 
Sleeping Bear Dunes National Lake-
shore’s Port Oneida Rural Historic 
District, accompanied by Vivaldi’s 
“The Four Seasons” played by the 
Traverse Symphony Orchestra. The 
Dance Project received a grant from 
Rotary Charities to fund a portable 
outdoor stage.

“Instead of getting people to sit 
inside a theater at the height of sum-
mer, which is always difficult, we 
brought it outdoors and used nature 
as a backdrop,” said Whitney. “It’s a 
phenomenal setting to perform, and 
less intimidating for those who don’t 
know live theater.”

Whitney and Arts Center executive 
director Sarah Kime met in 2019 and 
began talking about a collaboration 

Four Spaniards, 9 Bean Rows, and one big clay oven
By Jacob Wheeler
Sun editor

Sometime in late August, Jen and 
Nic Welty, who own 9 Bean Rows 
bakery on M-204 between Lake 
Leelanau and Suttons Bay, will use 
their new, state-of-the-art, wood-fired 
clay convection oven for the first time. 
The oven, which measures 12 feet in 
diameter, occupies 144 square feet, 
weighs 70,000 pounds, and emits ex-
ceptional radiant heat, was built on-site 
by a team of four Barcelonians during 
one week in mid-July.

The Weltys hired Juan Llopis 
Planas and Hornos Ipsor Barcelona, 
a family-owned company and team 
of craftsmen who are considered the 
best in the world at building clay and 
brick ovens. According to Llopis, 
these ovens, which have been used for 
centuries, “marry both old and new 
concepts.”

A demand for higher quality bread, 
the need for a bigger oven, and the 
desire to burn wood instead of fossil 
fuels prompted the Weltys to make 
the investment, said Nic. “This oven 
answers all three of the problems we 

wanted to solve.”
Customers who have swarmed to 9 

Bean Rows since it opened in 2009 can 
continue to expect delicious sourdough 
boules, flaky croissants worthy of a 
European patisserie, and pizza pies 

from the pizza oven they installed in 
2020.

Jen knew for 22 years that she want-
ed this oven. She learned how to bake 
bread on this kind of clay convection 
oven from a family of Belgians she 

worked for in 2000 in Ohio. But when 
she and Nic launched 9 Bean Rows 13 
years ago, at the time they couldn’t af-
ford an horno by Ipsor Barcelona. So 
they settled on a used oven that was a 
couple decades old — “a dinosaur,” 
she said. Every day she wondered if it 
was going to die.

“The oven we have right now is old 
and has hot spots (and cold spots),” 
said Jen. “I can put two loafs of the 
same bread next to one another, and 
they will come out different 40 minutes 
later—one is burned, the other is raw.”

To compensate, 9 Bean Rows bak-
ers have to constantly move loaves of 
bread around inside the oven.

“This new oven will help us bake 
quality products that are more consis-
tent and look better. Steam goes in the 
whole chamber, so the bread comes 
out looking shiny. It’s about quality 
and aesthetics.”

“I was trained to bake on this kind 
of oven before,” said Jen. “Ever since 
then I’ve been waiting to get our own 
… As they say, once you’ve tasted 
Don Perignon (a brand of vintage 

See OVEN on page 10

National Lakeshore looks for algal blooms on North Bar Lake
From staff reports

 
Chris Otto, a water resources biolo-

gist at Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore, is keeping a close eye on 
North Bar Lake in late July and early 
August—often the warmest time of the 
summer—for greenish algal blooms 
and signs of cynobacteria at the popu-
lar swimming destination. 

Last summer National Lakeshore 
staff observed the first widespread 
algal bloom on July 22 and 10 times 
in August, but sometimes sporadi-
cally and for short amounts of time. 
Sleeping Bear Dunes is working with 
the National Park Service and the 

U.S. Geological Survey to monitor 
cynobacteria blooms in 16 parks na-
tionwide.

“They’re highly variable. It will be 
there at 10 a.m. but it won’t be there 
at noon,” said Otto. “It’s fascinating to 
watch, but difficult to manage.”

Algal blooms are damaging to water 
quality and to fish populations, and 
they’re on the rise globally as Climate 
Change drives up temperatures. Cyno-
bacteria blooms also contain toxins 
that are hazardous to humans. 

“If you see blooms, you want to not 
be in the water touching it,” said Otto. 

See ALGAL BLOOM on page 11



The Sleeping Bear 
legend lives on in 
this children’s book 
sequel by Katharine 
Crawford Robey. 

Find it at area 
bookstores and online!
www.katharinecrawfordrobey.com

Now in its second printing.

Norte brings youth cycling, confidence on bikes, to Glen Arbor
By Aune Schut
Sun contributor

Norte is a youth cycling program 
rolling strong in Leelanau County. 
The nonprofit is dedicated to bringing 
people together and inspiring kids to 
be leaders. And it is spreading out and 
impacting more and more people. 

Norte expanded into Glen Arbor 
just a few years ago and continues 
to execute its goal of teaching young 
people and community members 
about bikes and other ways to enjoy 
the outdoors. Norte’s core staff “Team 
Orange” is a group of skilled cyclists, 
mechanics, directors, and coordina-
tors, who help by coaching or manag-
ing. You may have seen the train of 
young riders out and about around 
Glen Arbor or on the Sleeping Bear 
Heritage Trail. This summer, Norte 
has bike camps in Suttons Bay, Glen 
Arbor, Elk Rapids, and Traverse City. 
The camps are for adventurers between 
the ages of 5 and 12.

“I grew up biking in my neighbor-
hood,” said Ryan Schut, the Norte 
coach who started Glen Arbor sum-
mer bike camps. “When I was young, 
bikes were my main mode of freedom. 
Norte offers structured programs while 
teaching kids how to be safe on two 
wheels.” 

Riding a bike can be so thrilling 
for a kid, and Norte makes sure that 
children have the opportunity to ex-
perience riding a bike—but they also 
get the chance to do it safely while 
learning life-long skills.

Schut explained why he started 
coaching at Norte. “Living in rural 

Photos by Gary Howe

Leelanau, we have a great trail system 
throughout the Sleeping Bear Dunes, 
including the Heritage Trail. I wanted 
to ensure more people knew about 
what we truly have to offer in Northern 
Michigan.” The Heritage Trail is an 
excellent resource for summer bike 
camps and other Norte camps because 
it is off the road, paved, and has perfect 
areas to instruct. The whole trail runs 
about 20 miles from Bohemian Road 
into Empire. In addition, the trail has 
access to the Dune Climb, Port Oneida, 
The Homestead resort, DH Day Camp-
ground, and Glen Haven.

The fun doesn’t stop at the end of 
the summer for Norte. In the spring and 
fall, this group also has local mountain 
biking camps and after-school bike 
clubs. Flora Wengreen is a young rider 
who has participated in all different 
kinds of Norte camps. “Biking is a way 
to see nature from a different point of 
view,” she said. Not only is biking a 
great way to be active, but it also gives 
the opportunity to be outside. Flora 
highly recommends the mountain 
biking trails off of M22 on Wheeler 
Road. “Palmer Woods has a trail for all 
kinds of mountain bikers.” The Palmer 
Woods Nature Reserve does have a lot 
of trails, and each one can be used by 
any rider at any experience level. The 
reserve not only offers biking trails, 
but there are trails for hiking, skiing, 
and snow-shoeing!

Norte works hand-in-hand with 
parents to get their kids on a bike. In 
the end, Norte aims to teach every par-
ticipant a lifelong sport, but in a safe 
and engaging way. Jenny and Court 
Wengreen, Flora’s parents, share what 

the program means for their family:
“We enrolled our children in Norte 

because the program gives them the 
opportunity to learn new skills and 

build self-confidence.” Developing 
independence and encouraging the 
young leaders of the next generation is 
super important for society, and Norte 
is helping to do that.

Page 2 • July 28, 2022 Glen Arbor Sun



Why choose Bonek? 
For 88 years, Bonek Insurance has provided 

personal and commercial insurance  
protection. We form strong relationships  

with our clients – keeping their best  
interests in mind.  

Let us customize your coverage.  
Call us today!

(231) 271-3623 
www.bonek.com

“2020 Red Hot Best”  

Leelanau County  

Insurance Agency

Empire Openings!

Email talent@cherryrepublic.com or scan  
the QR code to apply online.

Join our Empire team where work is fun and employees are 
valued! Competitive wages & great benefits. Now hiring:

Sanitation Technicians
Maintenance Technicians

Quality Assurance Technician

Late July / August Community Events Calendar
Thursday, July 30, Traverse City 
Dance Project hosted by Glen Arbor 
Arts Center at Nash Road Barn

Tuesday, Aug. 2, Glen Arbor Arts 
Center hosts Beach Bards Bonfire: 
Flags Edition, 7-9 pm

Thursday, Aug. 4, Miriam Pico at Old 
Art Building in Leland

August 4-6, Glen Arbor Arts Center 
hosts Plein Air Weekend

August 6-7, Suttons Bay Art Festival

August 12-13, Port Oneida Fair

Saturday, Aug. 13, Glen Lake Com-
munity Library Pop-Up Book Sale, 11 
am-3 pm

Wednesday, Aug. 17, Art After Hours 
at galleries and studios throughout 
downtown Glen Arbor, 5-7 pm

August 25-28, 40th annual Cedar 
Polka Festival

Saturday, Aug. 27, Drummunity at 
Glen Arbor Arts Center

ONGOING Events

“Stories and More for Preschoolers” at 
Glen Lake Library, Thursdays at 11 am.

Car Show/Cruise Nights at Northwoods 
Hardware Home & Garden, Thursdays 
at 6:30 pm.

Friday Favorites at M22 Glen Arbor win-
ery, 4-7 pm.

Public stargazing at Leelanau School 
Observatory, Wednesday and Thursday 
nights from 10 pm-midnight, weather 
permitting, June 29-Aug. 25.
Nature Resort events: Community Yoga, 
Tuesdays 10-11 am; SUP and art of bal-
ance, 5-6:30 pm; Singing Bowls Sound 
Therapy, Thursdays 6-7 pm

LIVE MUSIC

Bel Lago

Boonedocks

Cherry Republic

French Valley

Glen Arbor Wines

Little Traverse Inn

M22 Wines

SUMMER 2022 FARMERS MARKETS

Glen Arbor’s market, located behind 
the Township Hall, runs Tuesdays from 
June 7 until September 13. 

Leland’s market, located in the Blue Bird 
parking lot, runs Thursdays from June 
9 until September 8. 

Northport’s market, located across from 
the marina, runs Fridays from June 3 
until September 9. 

Suttons Bay’s market, located on St. 
Joseph St., at the north end of the vil-
lage, runs Saturdays from May 14 until 
October 22.

Empire’s market, located next to the 
post office, runs Saturdays from June 
11 until September 3.

Recycling is located at nine locations 
throughout Leelanau County, includ-
ing at the ball fields in Empire, at the 
Leelanau School north of Glen Arbor 
and a Glen Lake School.

The Glen Arbor Sun is a free tabloid published 15 times 
each year, and distributed throughout Leelanau County.  
Advertising inquiries, comments, suggestions, critiques, 
articles, photos, poems, and letters are welcome. 
© 2022, Glen Arbor Sun, all rights reserved.

Editors:  Jacob Wheeler & Norm Wheeler

Webmaster: Leelanau.com

P.O. Box 615 • Glen Arbor, MI 49636

editorial@GlenArborSun.com
ads@GlenArborSun.com

Subscriptions:  Get all 15 issues of the 2022 season 
mailed directly to you for $30.

Contact us at any of the above listings.
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Glen Lake Fire Department 
hosts open house
From staff reports

The Glen Lake Fire Department’s 
station # 1 will host an open house on 
Saturday, July 30, from 10 a.m. until 
2 p.m. The location is 6401 W. State 
St. in Glen Arbor.

Planned activities include a bounce 
house, a dunk tank, a cotton candy 
machine, as well as the opportunity to 
climb aboard a fire and rescue boat, 
station and apparatus tours, see the 
in-house training structure and medi-
cal equipment, and learn about the 

Photo by Angela Dewitt
The Glen Lake Fire Department helped 
put out a fire at Le Bear Resort last year.

fire department’s services. Hot dogs, 
chips, ice cream, and beverages will 
be available starting at 11 a.m. Join 
the Fire Department for a day of fun 
and education.

Port Oneida Fair returns to Sleeping Bear Dunes
From staff reports

The Port Oneida Fair returns to the 
Port Oneida Rural Historic District 
of Sleeping Bear Dunes National 
Lakeshore on Friday and Saturday, 
August 12-13, following a two-year 
COVID-19 hiatus. Beginning at 10 
a.m. each day, and running until 4 
p.m., visitors are invited to step back 

in time to actively experience life as 
it was in this once active community 
of robust farms of the late 1800s and 
early 1900s. The fair promotes the 
preservation of rural traditional skills, 
crafts, landscapes, and communities of 
the Upper Great Lakes Region through 
education and artistic expression.

Visitors may take a shuttle, drive, 
hike, or bike to six unique historic sites 

where a variety of activities take place. 
More than 60 demonstrators will be at 
the Thoreson, Olsen, Burfiend, Dechow, 
and Kelderhouse farms as well as the 
schoolhouse. Blacksmiths, quilters, 
farmers, and basket weavers will be 
demonstrating their crafts, and park 
rangers, volunteers, and Port Oneida res-
idents will share their stories. There will 
be hands-on activities for the whole fam-
ily. Food will be available for purchase 
or visitors may pack a picnic lunch.

The Port Oneida Fair is presented by 
the National Lakeshore in partnership 
with the non-profit organization “His-
toric Sleeping Bear.” For more informa-
tion about the Port Oneida Fair, visit the 
National Lakeshore’s website at Nps.
gov/slbe/planyourvisit/pofair.htm.

There is no cost for the event; how-
ever, you must have a park entrance 
pass or an annual pass displayed in your 
vehicle. Park passes can be purchased 
at the Philip A. Hart Visitor Center 
in Empire, which is open daily. For 
questions, please call 231-326-4700, 
extension 5010.
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Harbormaster Edie Aylsworth at 
the helm in Suttons Bay Marina
By Sandra Serra Bradshaw
Sun contributor

I remember the black wharves and 
the slips,

And the sea-tides tossing free; 
-Henry Wadsworth Longfellow

The Suttons Bay Marina and Park 
is located just steps east of the engag-
ing village of Suttons Bay on West 
Grand Traverse Bay. Here, where the 
attraction to water means just about 
everything to visitors and locals alike, 
you will find Harbor Master, Edie 
Aylsworth overseeing the ongoing 
operations of this 174-slip marina. It 
is a highly responsible position, and 
one she has been entrusted with well. 
As Harbor Master, Edie is the person 
officially designated to enforce the 
regulations of the harbor, the one who 
makes final decisions as to ensure the 
safety of navigation in nearby waters, 
the security of the harbor itself, and 
the correct operation of the marina’s 
facilities. It really can be compared 
to the nautical version of an air traffic 
controller, and one just as responsible 
for keeping peoples’ lives safe.

This quaint town and marina is the 
namesake of Harry Chittenden Sutton 
(1809-1907). He established a lumber 
camp on the then unnamed bay in the 
1850s. Sutton – and quite rightly so – 
thought the bay was an ideal place to 
build a dock so steamer ships could 
stop for cord wood; the ever-important 
fuel to feed the boats’ hungry wood 
burning boilers. This spot became 

SSPPOONNSSOORREEDD  BBYY::  National 
Endowment for the Arts, Michigan 
Council for Arts and Culture,  Amy L. 
Clark-Carels Family Fund, DTE Energy 
Foundation, Image 360, Northwoods 
Hardware, Saxon Design, Leelanau 
Enterprise
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PLEIN AIR PAINTING 
WORKSHOP

TRACY EVERLY

$625 MEMBERS
$675 NONMEMBER
5 SESSIONS
ALL SKILL LEVELS
SEPTEMBER 12-16

Email talent@cherryrepublic.com  
or scan the QR code to apply online.

PROFESSIONAL 
OPENINGS
Cherry Republic has openings for an  

Accountant and Finance Director. 
Join our team and grow your career where ideas  

are nurtured and the fruits of your labor are celebrated!

Calling All Crafters
and Artists!

Frankfort, Northern Michigan’s
hidden gem has amazing and popular 
Art & Craft Fairs. Looking for a new 
show? Apply now to one or more of 
Frankfort’s fairs below.

Market Square Park
on M-22 in Frankfort

FREE Benzie Bus Shuttle
Food • Fun

Call: 231-352-7251
Email: fcofc@frankfort-elberta.com

Apply: https://cca.frankfort-elberta.com/EvtListing.aspx

Frankfort Art Fair
August 19 & 20
Fri  1pm – 7pm
Sat 10am – 4pm

Frankfort Fall Festival 
Craft Fair

Sat, Oct 8 • 10:00am
Open Space Park,

Frankfort

Holly Berry Arts & Crafts Fair
Sat, Nov 26 • 9am – 3pm
Frankfort High School

Look for stories in our August editions about the Port Oneida Fair, 
LivelyLands, Leland Public School’s stake on North Manitou Island, and 
Jake Bright’s coming open-water swim to South Manitou.

base-camp for Sutton’s woodsmen 
as they were busily cutting the dense 
forests of the North Woods. The boats 
would anchor offshore, as near-shore 
was, and still is, quite shallow – much 
too shallow for the boats.

“They used to transport the wood 
out on what were called lighters, a 
type of flat-bottomed barge they used 
to transfer goods and passengers to 
and from the moored ships,” explained 
Northport historian and author, Kath-
leen Craker Firestone. Last year her 
book, a historical maritime record of 
the area, “Meet me at the Dock in Grel-
lickville” was released, and now she 
is busy at work on her next book on 
“Leelanau’s commercial dock series 
covering Suttons Bay, Peshawbestown 
and Bingham wharfs,” she said. Sut-
ton named this idyllic spot on the bay 
Suttonsburg; later it was aptly named 
Pleasantville, and by the late 1800s 
became known as Suttons Bay.

Here, at this same place, although 
years apart from Harry C. Sutton’s 
days, Captain Thomas M. Kelly (1949-
2016) also knew this as an ideal port 
for boats and made Suttons Bay head-
quarters for his Inland Seas Education 
Association (ISEA, see accompanying 
article) in 1989. “Leelanau is a special 
place for me because of the water. We 
are everywhere close to the water; 
marshes and bogs, constant cold-
streams, lakes, and Lake Michigan 
and Grand Traverse Bay. Even the 
hills and valleys that give the county 
its character and climate were shaped 
by water (frozen water, that is, and the 
glacial meltwater that followed),” he 
wrote in my first book, “Seasons of 
the Leelanau.”

“Being almost surrounded by water 
makes for a pleasant isolation. You can 
only get here on purpose.  We are not 
on the way to any other place. Unless 
you are traveling by boat, the water is 
a connecting medium. It appeals to me 
that we are connected nautically with 
Boston, Bombay, and Buenos Aires,” 
wrote Kelly, noting Suttons Bay’s 
capabilities for one to sail to distant 
ports. “There is a freedom in knowing 
that our horizon is not confined by an 
inland lake, and with the right boat 
you could sail away to...” meaning, 
just anywhere, his words reflected. 
“There is something special here about 
the people. I don’t know if it is the 
landscape, the waters, or the climate 
that makes it this way. I only know 
that there are a lot of unique people in 
Leelanau. Some have family names 
that have been here over a hundred 
years. Some have just moved here. But 
these are a friendly, preserving folk, 
and I am proud to be among them.”  

The marina recently upgraded its 
floating docks, power and water sys-
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artsglenarbor.com    231.334.3754

Legendary Burgers.
Soups & Salads. 
Sandwiches.
Local Brews. 

So LOCAL  
you’ll probably find  

out we’re related. 

BRING YOUR APPETITE  

AND YOUR ANCESTORS.

G l e n  A r b o r ,  M I  4 9 6 3 6

WOW!
$15.43 to $23.36 Starting Wages

We are hiring cooks, servers, bartenders, dishwashers, room attendants, 
shuttle drivers, retail workers, front office greeters, tennis instructors, 

groundskeepers and more. Most positions are available now.  
Those who join us will have the best compensation plan in the business, 

great training, a supportive culture, deep discounts, and free skiing  
and golf. Apply online at www.thehomesteadresort.com,  

by phone at 231.334.5000, or in person at our Welcome Center.

WHEN EVERY DETAIL HAS TO BE PERFECT

www.newleafid.com 231.421.5999
TRAVERSE CITY | GLEN ARBOR

By Appointment

tems, all an integral part of the 2012 
Marina Master Plan. (The Suttons Bay 
Marina, Master Plan, Implementation, 
Summary of Recommendations, Draft 
Report was submitted Sept. 9, 2014.)  
“Captain Kelly helped out with devel-
oping the plan’s recommendations,” 
said Edie. “These upgrades were made 
not only for enhanced performance 
but also safety.” With the new floating 
dock system installed, the marina is 
capable of handling the ever-changing 
seasonally high and low lake levels. 
This became crucial with near-lake 
level lows in 2015 and then at the op-
posite end of the spectrum, near-high 
lake levels in 2020. Another aspect 
of the project has been the power up-
grade, all done to increase safety. As a 
result of these much-needed improve-
ments, if a boat is leaking current, the 
system is designed to trip the breaker, 
ultimately stopping the leak into the 
surrounding water. Certainly, a com-
forting thing to know.

Here too, you will find a welcom-
ing public beach where residents and 

visitors alike can sunbathe, swim, and 
play in the sparkling clear waters. The 
park offers picnic tables, grills and 
volleyball nets, and is pet-friendly. 
The water here is shallow with a sugar 
sand beach; a favorite for families who 
can spend the day relaxing. The marina 
gives boating visitors a place to moor 
while they enjoy all the many ameni-
ties the nearby village has to offer. As 
a waterside community, shipping and 
sailing have played a strong role in the 
history of Suttons Bay.

“The majority of our slips here are 
seasonal,” Edie explained. “Most who 
have seasonal slips are local people, 
with the rest ranging throughout the 
state. We have 40 transient slips that we 
rent out nightly. Then, on occasion we 
see ‘Loopers’ who might have started 
out [boating] from southern Florida,” 
she continued. “We have a three to 10 
year waiting list for a seasonal slip of 
around 134 boaters. Thirty years or so 
ago, that waiting list was only around 
thirty people. Everyone these days want 
to be on the bay,” she smiled.

Edie was born in Farmington Hills, 
and moved to northern Michigan with 
her family in 1978. “Both of my par-
ents are from here,” said Edie. “My 
family has a long history in the Empire 
area as far back as the mid to late 1800s 
and North Manitou Island before that,” 
she added. “My background in educa-
tion is not marine related, it is actually 
in graphic design. I fell into the marine 
industry when I moved back here from 
Los Angeles. I decided after moving 
back home that I could no longer stare 
at a computer all day and needed to 
be outside. I started working for my 
family’s marina (the Glen Craft Ma-
rina which recently sold this Spring) 
in Glen Arbor where I stayed for ten 
years,” she continued. “After a spell, 
there I left because working with fam-
ily can be hard. I came across an ad for 
the Harbormaster position in Suttons 
Bay shortly after leaving Glen Craft, 
and knew that it was fate. I have always 
been attracted to boating and water.”

A welcoming feature to the marina 
are the pots of herbs gracing each 
and every gangway that Edie care-
fully planted and lovingly tends to. 
“They range from basil, sage, oregano, 
thyme, mint, tarragon, lemon balm...I 
can’t think of an herb we don’t have. 
Why just plant only flowers?” asked 
Edie. “We plant herbs so everyone can 
enjoy cooking and savoring them. We 
welcome anyone and everyone who 
passes by to take a few snips.”

“We love it here,” said Sarah Stein-
hour, a long-time sailor from Wayne, 
Michigan. “This marina is our favorite 
place to come. We are happy custom-
ers!”
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Primary Election: Introducing the Democratic 
candidates running for State House 103rd District
From staff reports

Michigan’s redistricting process has 
created a new 103rd District, which 
includes Leelanau County, greater 
Traverse City, and a sliver of Benzie 
County. Leelanau previously fell in the 
101st District, which included Benzie, 
Manistee and Mason counties running 
down the Lake Michigan coastline.

Two Democratic challengers are 
running in this year’s primary election 
on Tuesday, August 2, for the chance to 
run in the November 8 midterm gener-
al election. The Republican opponent 
will probably be incumbent Rep. Jack 
O’Malley from Lake Ann, who has 
served two terms in the State House — 
if he survives his own primary election 
against challenger Heather Cerone.

Those Democrats are Betsy Coffia, 
a Kalkaska native and Traverse City 
resident who has served two terms on 
the Grand Traverse County Commis-
sion, and Michael Brodsky, a southeast 
Michigan native who boomeranged to 
Traverse City last year.

With reproductive rights front and 
center in this year’s election after the 
U.S. Supreme Court overturned Roe 
v. Wade in June, the Glen Arbor Sun 
asked Coffia and Brodsky why they 
are running for the State House, to 
describe a challenging life event they 
overcame, where they differ on policy 
from O’Malley, why they think Demo-
crats can win the 103rd District, and 
on which issues this election hinges.

Glen Arbor Sun: What inspired you to 
run for State Representative?

Michael Brodsky: I’m running be-
cause there couldn’t be more on the 
ballot this year. From protecting repro-
ductive choice and preventing gun vio-
lence to incentivizing the development 
of attainable housing. I have unique 
perspective as a born and raised Michi-
gander who’s moved home to build his 
family. I know what it takes to draw 

young families and professionals back, 
and create an empowered community 
that’s more vibrant and sustainable. 
There’s too much on the line for us to 
not run thoughtful and strategic down 
ballot candidates — people who are 
focused on building broad coalitions 
and bringing as many of our neighbors 
into the fold as possible.

Betsy Coffia: A lot of it has to do with 
my upbringing growing up in a work-
ing-class family in Kalkaska County 
where we worked hard but struggled, a 
lot, just like so many in our region who 
wait our tables, pour our wine, care for 
our babies and elders and do so much 
to hold up our economy. I’m in public 
service because I want leaders who 
center expanding access to healthcare 
and mental health care, housing with 
dignity folks can afford, decent pay-
ing jobs. These make for both healthy, 
stable families and healthier communi-
ties, businesses, local economies.

Sun: Describe a challenging life event 
that shaped who you are.

Brodsky: I was one of the earliest 
employees at an under-resourced small 
business. We had little credibility and 
were overshadowed by our competi-
tion. Few had proven that you could 
turn a mission-driven company into a 
sustainable, profitable enterprise. But 
we were in it for the right reasons, 

had ambitious goals, and charted our 
course thoughtfully. I helped lead the 
team through a strategic pivot, taking 
a data-driven approach to feature pri-
oritization and market fit. We weighed 
our strengths, avoided re-inventing the 
wheel, and closed a second round of 
investment just last year. We’ve since 
grown to over 30 employees, with 
clients ranging from Starbucks and 
Patagonia to the Democratic National 
Committee. 

Coffia: I grew up in a hard-working 
family but there wasn’t money for 
college. So, after a six-year career as 
a newspaper reporter and editor I went 
back to school as a nontraditional stu-
dent. I worked three jobs to put myself 
thru college. That was in 2003. I am 
proud of what I accomplished, but 
also aware that I couldn’t replicate 
that path in 2022 due to the rising 
costs of tuition, housing, healthcare 
etc. I am in politics because I want to 
be part of building a world where we 
see education as a public good. Where 
kids growing up without financial 
resources like I did, get to reach their 
full potential.

I also grew up in a family that 
couldn’t afford health insurance, which 
meant lack of proper medical care 
or serious economic stress when we 
did go to the doctor. This, too, is an 
ongoing issue and lived reality for too 
many in our region who do not have 

appropriate access to healthcare, much 
less dental, vision, mental health and 
addiction care.

Barriers and access to education 
and healthcare are themes that have 
profoundly shaped what’s important to 
me, and my focus as a public servant 
and elected leader.

Sun: What would you do differently in 
Lansing than the incumbent, Republi-
can Jack O’Malley? What are the key 
policies where you differ?

Brodsky: I’d start by overturning 
Michigan’s 1931 abortion ban and 
protecting reproductive choice for 
everyone in our state. We should also 
promote safe storage, enact waiting 
periods, and prohibit high capacity 
magazines. There are so many com-
mon sense gun violence prevention 
measures that the vast majority of 
Michiganders agree on. When it comes 
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to housing, we could extend PILOT 
and incentive programs so that they 
apply to middle income housing devel-
opments, and ensure that our Michigan 
State Housing Development Authority 
doesn’t dock rural communities points 
when scoring affordable housing ap-
plications. There are too many critical 
issues to count, and Jack O’Malley and 
I don’t see eye to eye on most of them. 

Coffia: I support expanding public in-
vestment in access to healthcare for all 
Michiganders, and doing more to sup-
port housing options for all incomes. 
I am staunchly pro-reproductive free-
dom. Jack has an anti-choice extremist 
voting record and has co-sponsored 
extreme anti-choice legislation. He 
recently voted against repealing the 
1931 abortion trigger law on Michi-
gan’s books. Unfortunately, Jack also 
has an extremist anti democracy track 
record. He was one of 15 state law-
makers who signed on to the Texas 
Attorney General’s lawsuit trying to 
throw out all Michigan’s votes and 
throw the election for Trump in 2020. 
I believe our votes should be respected, 
regardless of who we vote for. I also 
support expanding voting rights where 
my opponent supports a package of 
bills based on the election lies of 2020 
that would make it harder for elderly, 
rural, disabled, Native and other voters 
to cast their ballot.

Sun: Break down the new 103rd Dis-
trict, which includes Leelanau County, 
greater Traverse City, and a sliver of 
Benzie County. Is this winnable for a 
Democrat? Why?

Brodsky: Democrats have a real 
chance of winning this seat for the first 
time in decades. But even with our new 
district map, we don’t have enough 
Democratic voters to push us past 
the finish line with Democratic votes 
alone. Running the numbers speaks for 
itself. To flip our district, we need to 
run a candidate who can build a broad 
coalition and earn the trust of indepen-
dent voters. And we’re that campaign 
— working hard to include rather than 
exclude, not playing identity politics, 
and working with independent voters 
wherever we can. That’s the only way 
we’ll be able to win. And it couldn’t be 
more important that we get this right. 

Coffia: Nonpartisan redistricting cre-
ated the 103rd as a swing seat. When 
you compare the partisan voting trends 
precinct by precinct this becomes win-
nable for either party, a true swing 
seat. Part of this is because the por-

tion of Grand Traverse included in the 
new district is Traverse City, reliably 
blue, and the purpling townships im-
mediately around it. And then it also 
includes all of Leelanau County, which 
is voting Bluer each cycle — Whitmer 
in 2018, Biden in 2020, and down bal-
lot Lois Bahle to give Leelanau County 
Commission an historic first, a Dem 
majority in 2022.

Sun: On which 2-3 issues do you think 
this election hinges?

Brodsky: I’ve personally knocked 
on over 5,500 doors all around our 
district, and reproductive choice is at 
the very top of people’s minds. Not 
only was the Supreme Court’s decision 
to overturn Roe v. Wade a devastat-
ing step backwards for reproductive 
choice, but a setback to social empow-
erment and a public health tragedy. All 
the while, gun violence has continued 
to plague the country, and our region’s 
dire need for attainable housing con-
tinues to grow by the month. So while 
there are other critical issues to both 
solve and navigate, voters are thinking 
about these three especially. 

Coffia: Voters who are struggling 
economically will look for someone 
accountable to them and their real-
world concerns — access to health-
care, mental health, housing and other 
basic necessities. With the extreme 
right finally accomplishing a 40-year 
campaign to overturn Roe, Repro-
ductive Freedom is a huge issue and 
crosses party lines—the vast majority 
of Americans wanted Roe to remain 
law and believe in our right to privacy 
and autonomy for our reproductive 
healthcare decisions. Voters want lead-
ers who will protect our voting rights 
and democracy, not tear them down, 
undermine our free and fair elections 
and use rhetoric that puts our election 
workers and clerks (our neighbors!) 
at risk.

Sun: You’ve received several notable 
endorsements. Which stands out or 
means the most to you?

Brodsky: We couldn’t be more proud 
to have the endorsement of organiza-
tions like AFSCME, Equality Michi-
gan, and Run For Something. But it’s 
our endorsement from Planned Par-
enthood Advocates of Michigan that 
means the most to me. I’m appalled 
that our children will grow up with 
fewer rights than my wife, Sarah, and 
I once had. Not only is it a person’s 
fundamental right to make their own 
reproductive decisions, but it’s never 
the government’s role to tell someone 
what they can or can’t do with their 

body. That’s an individual’s right 
alone. 

It’s up to us to fix this. To support 
organizations like Planned Parent-
hood and elect Democrats who can 
realistically flip Republican-held seats. 
Advancing Planned Parenthood’s work 
has never been more important, and 
having their support means the world 
to me. 

Coffia: While it’s difficult to choose 
one over others, I am proud to have 
the endorsement of the Sierra Club 
and Clean Water Action as a northern 
Michigan kid who grew up riding my 
bike two miles to swim at a public 
access on Torch Lake each summer. 
I am firmly committed to protecting 
our priceless natural resources. As a 
two-term county commissioner myself 
I know local government is ground 
zero for public service. So, it is very 
meaningful to me to have the sup-
port of several respected current and 
former Democratic Leelanau County 
Commissioners including Ty Wessell, 
Gwenne Allgaier and Peachy Rent-
enbach. As a pro-choice leader I am 
very proud to have the endorsement 
of EMILY’s List.

Sun: Is there hope for us to collectively 
move beyond partisanship and find 
common ground?

PRIMARY ELECTION
continues from page 6

See PRIMARY on page 8
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Brodsky: Absolutely. While political 
polarization has overwhelmed our 
communities, it doesn’t have to be this 
way. We can overcome it by investing 
in local print media, digital civic lit-
eracy programs, and investigative jour-
nalism. This couldn’t be more founda-
tional if we want to tackle thorny is-
sues — from building more attainable 
housing to expanding affordable child 
care. We know there are policies that 
correlate with more analytical discus-
sion. Programs that can be accessed at 
schools, libraries, and help teach our 
communities — from the youngest to 
oldest amongst us — what’s report-
ing, what’s editorialization, and how 
to identify the difference. It’s up to us 
to lay a healthier foundation for more 
nuanced and thoughtful discussion. 

Coffia: There is. I was the first Demo-
cratic woman elected to my county 
commission in over 30 years after 
flipping a seat from a multi-term 
Republican incumbent, and am one 
of only two Democrats currently on 
a seven-member board. Yet I have 
found common ground repeatedly. 
For example, in 2020 I’d made two 
attempts to get my board to approve 
hazard pay for our overwhelmed health 
department staff, voted down both 
times on strict party lines. I had to re-
evaluate my approach of going it alone 
and instead reached out to Republican 
Sonny Wheelock. I persuaded him to 
put forward the motion instead of me. 
It passed unanimously because I swal-
lowed my pride, took a new approach 
and worked across the aisle. I’ve had 
multiple such experiences on my 
board, even co-sponsoring various ac-
tions that then passed with unanimous 
votes. If that is possible on my board, 
as contentious and polarized as it can 
be at times, it is possible more widely.

Sun: If you could accomplish one 
thing as state representative, what 
would that be?

Brodsky: It’s important we elect can-
didates who can hold multiple priori-
ties at once. There isn’t just a single, all 
important issue that affects everybody 
the most. There are multiple prescient 
issues that impact our lives in very 
fundamental but different ways. We’ve 
already discussed protecting reproduc-
tive choice, preventing gun violence, 
and building more attainable housing. 
But the list continues to expanding bal-
lot access, extending affordable child 
care, overcoming political extremism, 

and so much more. It’s a lawmaker’s 
responsibility to navigate countless is-
sues simultaneously, combat all of the 
challenges that affect their community, 
and move the needle on multiple com-
peting priorities. 

Coffia: My constituents would have 
real trust in my commitment to serve 
them first, foremost and always — not 
the Devoses, not big corporate do-
nors or powerful interest groups. The 
people of the 103rd would know me 
throughout my time in office as hon-
est, tenacious, fair and hard working.

Sun: What’s your reason for opti-
mism—politically or otherwise?

Brodsky: Have you ever seen It’s a 
Wonderful Life? You know that scene 
where Clarence says: “Strange, isn’t 
it? Each man’s life touches so many 
other lives. When he isn’t around he 
leaves an awful hole, doesn’t he?” 
I’ve tried hard to lead my life in a way 
that honors the influence we all have. 
That recognizes the way a small act of 
thoughtfulness can fundamentally alter 
someone’s life. And I’m committed to 
public policy that furthers opportunity, 
empowerment, and inclusivity. That 
does justice to the impact our govern-
ment, and political leaders, have on 
our neighbors, society, and discourse. 
There’s still plenty of reason for op-
timism. 

PRIMARY
continues from page 7

Coffia: We are unquestionably in very 
fraught times. Our democracy is fragile 
and in need of all of us to lean into 
voting, being engaged to stand up for 
our basic rights, free and fair elections 
and each other as neighbors. And yet I 
am here to tell you, the talking heads, 
cable news or the social media com-
ment sections aren’t the whole picture.

Knocking doors since spring has 
restored my faith that we can find our 
way forward as neighbors. I’ve had 
only a handful of negative interac-
tions knocking doors. Even when 
people start out with “I won’t vote for 
a Democrat” I look them in the eye and 
say, I respect that and our country is 
better because we can have different 
political views. I tell them, ‘I’m your 
neighbor and even if you don’t vote 
for me, if I get elected my job is to do 
my best to serve you and your loved 
ones, and so I would still like to hear 
what is important to you so I can try 
to do the best job possible.

It has been profound how that has 
opened up connection and dialogue. 
Below the shouting network news 
there are real people, neighbors who 
want us to find a way forward together.

You know you’re a 
Michigander when…
By Tim Mulherin
Sun contributor

Nearly four decades have passed 
since I first set foot in northern Michi-
gan. In that span of time, I’ve advanced 
from agog newbie to repeat tourist to 
seasonal visitor and property owner. 

Now, after several failed attempts at 
working in and relocating to the Great 
Lakes State, having to fold my tent 
and return to Indianapolis due to un-
yielding circumstances (like becoming 
grandparents and my wife’s absolute 
delight in being one – please note: my 
wife’s absolute delight), I’m finally 
enjoying a six-month stay at our cabin 
in Cedar. However, I can’t call myself 
a Michigander just yet. According to 
natives, that special status is rather 
hard to come by if you weren’t born 
and raised here.

Nonetheless, throughout my time 

Up North, I’ve noticed there are 
certain common traits in being a 
card-carrying, fully certified northern 
Michigander, and they have nothing to 
do with possessing a driver’s license 
issued by the Michigan Department 
of Motor Vehicles. So, I’d like to run 
some of these observations by you 
forever residents of the region and see 
what you think. 

You know you’re a northern Michi-
gander when you…

• Inexplicably start to get edgy just 
before Memorial Day weekend, then 
realize that tourist season is about to 
start. (Then recover nicely to host the 
swarm of visitors who come to the 
region to enjoy a small slice of the 
paradise you know so well.)

• Need at least a two-car garage: 
one bay for stuff that just happens to 
accumulate, and one – or more – for the 
fishing boat, jet skis, paddleboards, ca-
noes, and/or kayaks. The cars, trucks, 
and SUVs are perfectly fine outside.

• Need a pole barn when the garage 
is overflowing.

See MICHIGANDER on page 9
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Leelanau picker presents Vintage Leland
By Abby Chatfield
Sun contributor

Longtime Leelanau County resi-
dent, Kris Noble, unveils her 50-year 
collection of one-of-a-kind wares at 
her recently launched upscale resell 
and consignment shop in Leland. Vin-
tage Leland showcases a combination 
of vintage picks and consigned items 
from around the area. 

Noble consigns, buys, and sells ev-
erything from artwork to housewares, 
clothing, and accessories, as Vintage 
Leland quickly earned a reputation as 
a must-stop shop for vintage jewelry, 
purses, and women’s apparel. “There 
is not a store with what I provide in 
the county. It’s mostly one of a kind,” 
she said. 

All items are adorned with hand-
made tags, created from vintage maga-
zines and postcards, and are meant to 
be re-used by patrons as gift cards. 
Made with love by her friend Susann, 
the tags and similarly made business 
cards even support Noble’s motto: 
“Re-use. Re-purpose. Re-love.”  

Noble’s passion for repurposing is 
evident, not only through her collection 
but when talking with her as well. She 
stressed that mixing old with new has 
always been a part of who she is. She 
has very particular taste and is not in-
terested in the average. She wants every 
item’s story to continue and to make 
sure that each finds the right home. 

Noble feels sentimental about ev-
erything that makes its way into her 
shop. “If this thing could talk, what 
would it tell? I love to pick, but the 
truest joy is when these items go on 
and find a new home.” Recently she’s 
been invited into others’ homes as a 
private picker. It is important to her to 
offer a fair deal to everyone she works 
with, as she values building trust with 
the community. 

A deep-set passion for re-use might 
be hereditary. “My grandmother who 
lived to be 100 did this. I grew up 
doing this,” Noble shared. Her grand-
mother was an antique dealer, and her 
grandfather owned a wrecking yard. 
He loved giving marbles to his grand-
daughter, which soon turned into her 
first collection. Noble continues to 
collect marbles to this day and displays 
some of them in a gumball dispenser 
on her shop counter, encouraging kids 
to slip a coin in for a marble and start 
their own collection. 

Raised in southern Indiana by her 
mother and a Marine Corps Captain 
father, she developed solid Midwestern 
values and an extremely strong work 
ethic. She spends hours shopping 
to find the cream of the crop for her 
patrons. She extensively researches 
pricing for all items, never winging 
it. While it is time consuming, Noble 
loves the research. It is a seven day 
per week job that requires she trust 
her choices, take risks, and carefully 

manage her time. 
So far, it is all worth it, as turning 

her passion into a business fulfills a 
desire that dates back at least 10 years. 
The timing is finally right, as is the 
time in life to do it, she expressed. A 
space opened and, within two weeks, 
Vintage Leland was born. Noble 
stresses that none of it would be pos-
sible without support from friends and 
family like Anne, Anka and Susann. 

Noble has always felt like she was 
born in the wrong time. The life of a 
flapper, or perhaps a 1950s era house-
wife in a pink Formica kitchen, seems 
to suit her better. Her aesthetic tastes 
draw her to mid-century modern. For 
now, Noble is taking it day by day but 
shared that she envisions potentially 
building a much larger inventory of all 
items mid-century modern, especially 
furniture and artwork from that era, ex-
panding into a warehouse-sized space. 

As for now, you can find Vintage 
Leland at 203 N. Main Street in Leland 
and shop Kris Noble’s wares online by 
following her business on Instagram 
and Facebook. She welcomes phone 
calls and loves to chat with people 
about picking, collecting, and con-
signing. Feel free to call her at (231) 
386-2454 or visit the store during these 
times: 11-5 pm on Fridays, Saturdays, 
and Mondays; 12-5 pm on Sundays; by 
appointment most days.

MICHIGANDER
continues from page 8

• Back down steep driveways as if 
second nature – because it is.

• Wave at pedestrians out walking, 
running, or biking as you drive through 
the countryside, giving them a courte-
ous wide berth as you zoom by beyond 
the “suggested” speed limit.

• Like to shoot the breeze with com-
plete strangers, wherever you may be.

• Are obsessed with talking about 
the weather and tend to do a decent job 
forecasting without a meteorological 
degree.

• Find any excuse to be near, in, or 
on the water.

• Dread Cherry Festival and main-
tain that you always avoid Traverse 
City during the week of July 4, but will 
take the grandkids from out of town 
there without having to be asked – and 
have a darn good time in the process.

• Totally get why people would 
want to relocate here, but you’re not 
too crazy about the company.

Native northern Michiganders are 
truly a proud bunch. As a longtime 
wannabe, I so admire you. Although 
I realize I’ll never quite make the cut 
of being a full-fledged local, just being 
here now to appreciate this incredible 
place with you is a close second. And 
that will do just fine.

Tim Mulherin is the author of Sand, 
Stars, Wind, & Water: Field Notes from 
Up North, a nonfiction collection of 
stories and essays about his outdoor 
adventures in northern Michigan over 
the past 36 years. He’s now research-
ing a new book on the impact of the 
pandemic and climate change on the 
region, as well as the increasing pres-
sure of tourism, and how growth can 
best be balanced with environmental 
protection. He can be reached at tim-
mulherin@sbcglobal.net.
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champagne), there’s no going back.”
Llopis spends very little money 

on advertising his company’s ovens: 
most of their business comes from 
word of mouth. Nic explained that 
the Barcelonians work on only one 
project per month, and rarely in the 
United States. Most of their ovens are 
in Spain, France, Belguim or Germany.

The Spaniards arrived in Suttons 
Bay and began building the oven on 
Thursday, July 14. They worked 10-
hour days, beginning at 8 or 9 in the 
morning and working until 6 or 7 at 
night, and finished on the seventh day. 
Llopis and his crew— Ignacio Ramon 
Figueredo Insfran, dubbed “Laser Eye 
Nacio” the master craftsman, Eduardo 
Ramon Figueredo Cano, and Gustavo 
Ismael Figueredo Aquiono—two of 
whom live in Paraguay when they’re 
not flying around the world building 
stoves—stayed on the Welty family’s 
property in Lake Leelanau and cooked 
traditional Paraguayan dishes over 
an open fire pit for their hosts most 
evenings (they ate once at Nittolo’s).

Nic marveled at their craftsman-
ship as they installed the mechanical 
components of the oven to work in 
clay while building clay convention on 
the inside. “Nacho,” the master mason 
of the crew, built the clay dome and 
measured progress with his eyes. “He 
came just a millimeter or two away 
from perfection,” said Nic. “When it 
looked like we were a couple bricks 
short, they were able to get creative to 
be super precise.”

The Spaniards completed the oven 
on July 21 and left town for their next 
project. The Weltys will let it cure for 
28 days and then begin a 10-day step-
up period with slow increments of fire. 
By late August, their state-of-the-art 
oven should be up and running.

OVEN
continues from page 1
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1 Keith Scott
4 Chris Skellenger & Andre Villoch
8 Dennis Palmer
11 Keith Scott

Larry Perkins
18 - Mark Hansen
22 - Elizabeth Landry
25 - Chris Skellenger & Andre Villoch
29 - Mark Hansen

15

MUSIC LINE UP

12-5 | 11-6 SatSun, Tues & Fri | 12 -7 Mon & Thurs

3655 South French 49621Road • Cedar MI • 231.228.2616

DANCING
continues from page 1
for 2020. But the pandemic delayed 
those plans.

“COVID was kind of good for us in 
that it moved us to an outdoor space,” 
admitted Whitney.

For the Glen Arbor Arts Center, 
the dance performances have effec-
tively replaced the Sleeping Bear Dune 
Climb Concert, which has been can-
celed indefinitely during COVID-19. 
Kime hopes the popular annual event 
will return in 2023, which is the Art’s 
Center’s 40th anniversary year.

“This is a wonderful way for people 
to have a picnic-style experience 
and be exposed to world-renowned 
dancers and phenomenal musicians,” 
said Kime. “We’re excited to partner 
with and support dancers in Leelanau 
County, and do it in a special location.”

“It’s magical to see these athletic 
bodies perform in this landscape. We’ll 
try to capture the same feeling as we 
did last year at Thoreson farm.”

Arts Center hosts Beach Bards, 
August 2

The Glen Arbor Arts Center will 
host the Beach Bards, Leelanau Coun-
ty’s hometown wordsmiths, for an 
evening of poetry, stories and music 
about flags on August 2 from 7-9 p.m. 
The event take place in the forest grove 
behind the Arts Center. This special 
edition of the Beach Bards is open to 
poets and writers of any skill level. 

The Beach Bards typically perform at the bonfire pit near the beach at the Leelanau 
School on several Friday nights each summer.

Photo by Julia Ludden

Bring a poem or story to share. No 
pre-registration is required. For more 
than three decades, the Beach Bards 
have celebrated the written and spoken 
word around Leelanau County camp-
fires. This evening of words is part of 
the Arts Center’s FLAGS exhibition 
through August 18. FLAGS explores 
these symbolic objects from various 
perceptions and angles, both abstractly 
and realistically.

“It’s a significant health and safety 
concern. Getting it on your skin can 
cause rashes. Or worse, you can have 
liver damage or neurological issues.

Otto said that Lakeshore staff don’t 
entirely know what drives the algal 
blooms this time of year. But he points 
to a few likely factors: water tempera-
tures are high in late July and August 
(the highest temperature recording in 
2021 was 25 degrees Celsius, or 77 
degrees Fahrenheit); sunlight penetrates 
deeper into the water, and windy days 
that dissipate the blooms are less fre-
quent, but hydrological changes may 
also play a role—62 percent of blooms 
last year occurred when North Bar’s 
outlet to Lake Michigan was closed off.

Last year, at the first signs of an 

ALGAL BLOOM
continues from page 1

algal bloom, Lakeshore staff posted 
warning signs with information from 
the Michigan Department of Health 
and Human Services and left them up 
through the summer.

“If you see a bloom, stay away from 
it,” said Otto. “We’re not saying don’t 
swim in lake, we’re saying avoid the 
bloom.”
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(231) 334-6100
(800) 309-5045

6546 S. State St.
Glen Arbor, MI 49636

Your specialists in Glen 
Arbor Real Estate

(231) 334-6100
(800) 309-5045

6546 S. State St.
Glen Arbor, MI 49636www.lvrrentals.com

Homes/Condominiums
5833 S. Lake St. (D) Glen Arbor Downtown 2BR/2B SOLD! 
6275 Lakewood Dr.-Under Contract Glen Arbor Downtown 5BR/4B $599,900
Great Lakes #1/2-Pending Homestead Beachfront 2BR/2B $274,900
Great Lakes #3/4-Price Reduced Homestead Waterfront 4BR/3B $499,000
South Beach #31-Price Reduced Homestead Beachfront 4BR/3B $595,000
South Beach #51-Price Reduced Homestead Beachfront 4BR/3B $699,000
Le Bear #3B-Fractional-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Beachfront 3BR/2.5B $159,900
Le Bear #3C-Fractional-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Beachfront 3BR/2.5B $159,900
Le Bear #4B-Fractional-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Beachfront 3BR/2.5B $150,000
Pine Trace #5-Under Contract Glen Arbor Woodstone 3BR/3B $595,000
Twisted Oak #13-Under Contract Glen Arbor Woodstone 5BR/3B $500,000
Ship Watch #15 Homestead Lake View 2BR/2B $349,000

Vacant Lots
6850 Dunns Farm Rd. Big Glen Lake 6.5 Acres/533’ Vacant Land $4,500,000
6890 Dunns Farm Rd. Big Glen Lake 3.6 Acres/253’ Vacant Land $2,150,000
2 Millside Glen Arbor River View Vacant Land $139,900
9440 Sleepy Valley Dr. New! Empire Lake View 0.88 Acres $85,000
00 W. Harbor Hwy Glen Arbor Forest View Vacant Lot $132,000
Cheney Woods Trail-Price Reduced Miller Hill Lake View/9 acres  Vacant Lot $225,000
Pine Trace Lot #17 Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $110,000
Pine Trace #33-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $99,000
Twisted Oak Lot #1 Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot SOLD!
Twisted Oak Lot #5-Price Reduced Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $89,500
Twisted Oak Lot #9 Glen Arbor Woodstone Vacant Lot $85,500

Gentle Winds #23/24
4 BR/3.5 B
Homestead
Lakefront
$655,000

8882 Dunns Farm Rd
4 BR/2 B

Big Glen Lake
Glen Arbor

$950,000

6710 Dunns Farm Rd
3 BR/Den/4 B
Big Glen Lake

Glen Arbor
$1,500,000

Loggers Run #42
3 BR/2 B

Homestead
Lake View
$395,000

Pine Trace #6
4 BR/3 B

Woodstone
Glen Arbor

$590,000

South Beach #31
4 BR/3 B

Homestead
Beachfront

$599,900

8014 Latter Road
4 BR/3 B

Little Glen Lake
Empire

$995,000

Hawks Nest #44
3 BR/2.5 B
Homestead
Forest View

$300,000

New!New!

New!New!

New!

Price
Reduced

Price
Reduced

Vacant Land
The Homestead

39 Book Hill Cottages     Golf Green View          $78,500 Price Reduced

S. Lake St, Downtown Glen Arbor, 1.4 acres. Potential to split into four parcels 
post sale of property. $695,000.

11520 Lake Michigan Drive, 
Empire Beachfront, 3BR/1.5BA 
$1,100,000

Empire Pole Barns
 $84,000 and up 
Contact Bob, 231.334.6100

Pine Trace 11     Woodstone          $111,900

Advertise in the Glen Arbor Sun or on GlenArbor.com. Reach thousands of readers throughout Leelanau County. Support community journalism.


